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Chapter I 
THE 1850 COMMUNITY 


A most colorful symbol of a century ago is fastened upon 
the west wall‘of the local railroad station and bears the imprint 
of the New York and Harlem Railroad Company with the date 
10 October 1848. Three daily trains ran back and forth from New 
York’s City Hall to “Mount Kisko”. This was a brand new name 
on the time table although trains had traversed the route for 
eighteen months. Both the operation of the trains into northern 
Westchester and the cognomen of the local stop were meaning- 
ful to this Village and to its Presbyterian Church. 

To bring the locomotive through to this section was a slow 
process. Sixteen years elapsed between the organization of the 
rail corporation and the establishment of the local train-stop. 
Delays aplenty continually intervened for the road’s financial 
structure left much to be desired. Consequently this region con- 
tained its full share of impatient farmers. They were not seeking 
frequent and expeditious commuter service but a direct con- 
nection to Manhattan Island for the transport of their products. 
meconciide there avill net*be much milk (carried) on it ‘(the 


, 


railway) next summer,” wrote one Bedford farmer, in November 
1842, and he added with a tinge of sarcasm, “The laborers on our 
railroad were all discharged a few days since, nor likely to do 
anything more very soon, there has been a good deal done since 
thee left—cut people’s land to pieces, thrown open their fences 
and paid them nothing. I suppose many in our county will be 
quite disappointed.” The last sentence was delicate understate- 
ment, for local milk producers desperately sought direct trans- 
port to the city. To continue to drive their teams twelve miles 
up hill and down to the river port of Sing Sing with trans-ship- 
ment via the steam boats was too cumbersome and costly. But 
in the spring of 1847, the swamp alongside the present Lexington 
Avenue was conquered, the rails laid and curious citizens greeted 
the iron horse with enthusiasm. 

But there was still something to be desired, for the small, 
box-like depot, near the site of the present Safeway Store, bore 
the name of “New Castle”. The structure stood on land pur- 
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chased from David Moger near the point where his farm joined 
the holdings of George Martin and Joseph Merritt—three well- 
known Bedford families. A little to the north of the depot was a 
turntable, a fuel pile for the wide funneled, wood burning loco- 
motives and a supply tank fed with spring water from Captain 
Merritt’s hill. Everything was progressive and propitious except 
that the train-stop, within the Town of Bedford’s bounds, bore 
the name of another town. The denizens of nearby New Castle 
Corners were sure that the depot’s name was correct and any 
change therefrom would be sacrilege. On the contrary, toute 
3edfordites, the name represented a violation of the sacred 
principle of home rule. 

In this controversy candor compels the statement that fairness 
was on the side of the settlement alongside Kirby’s Pond (now 
the Leonard Park Playing Field) extending from the present 
Northern Westchester Hospital to Calico Corners. Here was 
the New Castle Post Office, established in 1827 and serving the 
entire section, the Kirbyville District Schoolhouse on Main 
Street about opposite the Cross Roads Restaurant, and the old 
grist mill near the junction of Main Street and the Byram Lake 
Road. Here, also, as the Village Marker states, was the Burying 
Ground in which stood St. George’s Church from 1761 to 1819, 
used as hospital and guard house in the Revolution. On this 
historic site the Episcopalians, temporarily worshipping in the 
Kirbyville School, were to build their new church—St. Mark’s, 
in the Town of New Castle. Just south of the cemetery stood 
the Methodist Parsonage and Church—the latter near the site 
of the Parkview Hotel. This Society, formed by strenuous 
Circuit Riders as a Class Meeting in the seventeen nineties and 
formally organized as the New Castle Methodist Church in 1824, 
bore the proud distinction of being the only place of public 
worship within the area of the present Village for over a 
quarter of a century. In addition, New Castle Corners contained 
several stores—one established by Isaac Carpenter and another 
operated by William Banks—and a large group of comfortable 
homes. Two of these domiciles, built by Holly Benedict and his 
son John (now the residences of Dr. Frederick W. Andrews and 
of Miss Margaret Barnes), stand on Main Street. In the com- 
munity at the Corners lived three or four hundred people a 
century ago. The newly built railway depot, about a mile north 
on the same highway, naturally assumed the name of the place 


8 


which had existed since the seventeen twenties and was rich in 
romance and tradition. 

These facts, both historical and sentimental, apparently meant 
little to the developers of the new depot area. These ambitious 
men, gaining the support of nearby Bedford residents, determined 
to have another name for the train-stop. Spearheading their 
protest was James Smith Hall who lived in a new house built 
by M. W. Fish and Winthrop Raymond in anticipation of the 
railway, Opposite the depot and not far from the present site of 
the Kisco Men’s Shop. Also interested in the bold undertaking 
was Joseph W. Merritt who sought to hasten prosperity for 
the rival community by building a storehouse alongside the 
depot about where Briccetti’s Electric Service is located. Another 
promoter, on the opposite corner of the present Kisco Avenue, 
was constructing a hotel. Other business places were in process— 
Carpenter and Young with building supplies, the general store 
of Francis M. and J. Theodore Carpenter—and soon there were 
to blossom forth Miss Fowler’s Millinery Parlor, the Dental 
Rooms of C. S. Weeks, together with Peter Hart’s harness shop. 
Moreover, by good political manipulation, the ardent planners 
secured another district school to top the sand knoll near the 
present Remsen Storage Plant. Step by step the new train-stop 
settlement was attaining status. Thus was rivalry between “The 
Corners” and “The Depot’, even though they were connected by 
a stage line, in full swing during 1847 and the first part of 1848. 

In the summer of the latter year the climax came at a well 
advertised and largely attended street meeting. It was one of the 
most remarkable gatherings in local annals for it possessed no 
legal power but attained most important results. As the groups 
drove in there was cordiality with good fellowship abundant, 


resembling a popular auction. Along the adjoining highways 
(the present Main Street and Kisco Avenue) horses were tied 
to trees and fence rails and their owners discussed the pressing 
problem. The Depot, even’on that eventful day of the first 
locomotive’s arrival, had not seen so many men roundabout. 
Invitations had been strategically placed. No one was there to 
speak for New Castle, but the new community planners, present 
to a man, brought their many Bedford friends. From that town 
by Mr. Hall’s efforts came a well-known speaker as the presiding 
officer. Henry Wood lived in a new and unique Gothic house on 
“The road from the Depot to Cherry Street”? (now Croton Lake 
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Road) and patronized the railway, having business interests in 
Brooklyn, so that he knew the humiliation of purchasing a New 
Castle ticket. Suggestions of a new name for the trainstop came 
promptly as John Flewellin suggested “Kisco Valley” and two 
other citizens followed with “Kisco Depot” and “Kisco Moun- 
tain’, Then Stephen Wood, father of the chairman, gained a 
hearing and with dignity remarked, “I live yonder in Bedtord 
beyond Kisco Mountain, when I drive down to the Depot I 
always admire that noble hill, could we do better than call our 
railway station ‘Mount Kisco’?” Vociferously that name was 
heartily seconded by Mr. Merritt, who lived on the hill which still 
bears his name (our West Main Street) and incidentally owned 
most of the mountain. There was no hesitancy on the part of 
the outdoor assemblage in giving its unanimous approval to the 
designation of the Depot as “Mount Kisco”. Credit for that name 
has been distributed hither and yon in variant reports of the 
out-of-doors conclave. Suffice to say that the gentle art of 
propaganda is not new and the builders of the Depot area were 
resourceful men. Our sources are the reminiscenses of E. Clarence 
Hyatt, published over a period of years and somewhat confused 
by contradictions which the first Village Historian failed to 
reconcile. However, the cognomen gained the acceptance of the 
railroad officials as the October 1848 timetable bears witness. 

A post office under the new name was long sought by Mr. 
Merritt and his cohorts. Finally, when the Fillmore Administra- 
tion authorized the project, the distribution of letters and the 
sale of stamps were added to the merchandising of notions and 
drugs in Mr. Hall’s home, for he was commissioned the first 
postmaster of Mount Kisco on 26 December 1850. Thus two post 
offices functioned in close proximity for over forty years, even 
after the entire area—Kisco Mountain to Kirby’s Pond—be- 
came the Incorporated Village of: Mount Kisco; “That name; 
chosen at the famous street meeting by the Hall-Merritt-W ood 
combine, eventually replaced the older settlement’s designation 
and remains without a duplicate in any state of the Union. 

But we must not anticipate events. Into that double community 
of New Castle—Mount Kisco, with competition rampant in 
1850, where should the new Presbyterian edifice be located? For 
during the time of rail and business development as outlined, 
a group of Presbyterians had been worshipping in Holly Bene- 
dict’s house on Main Street in New Castle. Was not the more 
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populous Corners the proper place for their new church? Should 
they not become neighbors of the old established Methodists as 
well as of the ambitious Episcopalians who were about to re- 
occupy their former site? Could the new Depot area without 
traditions and with very few homes have any appeal to people 
establishing a new house of worship? Even as late as 1860 there 
were only two hundred inhabitants around the railway station. 
Surely the shore of Kirby’s Pond was the more dignified lo- 
cation, This would have been the answer of the Presbyterian 
Trustees had it not run counter to the generosity of Joseph W. 
Merritt. This most enthusiastic builder of the new hamlet around 
the; Depot went all out for its improvement. To the group 
interested in church extension Mr. Merritt gratuitously offered a 
piece of land on the southern slope of Kisco Mountain. The 
Presbyterians accepted this offer forthwith, identified themselves 
with the Depot area, and became the first organization to use the 
name of Mount Kisco. 


Chapter II 
PRESBYTERIAN PLANS 


The group of Presbyterian men and women intent on establish- 
ing another place of worship in the newly developed Mount 
IXisco Depot area were all members of the Bedford Church. An 
appreciation of this fact is essential in understanding their 
motives and procedures. They possessed in large measure the 
faith and courage of the pioneers. Their Mother Church, oldest 
in the present Presbytery of Westchester, was established in 
1681. Then the town was within the Connecticut Colony. This 
New England foundation, always a source of pride to Bedford, 
was less Congregational than Presbyterian. The Saybrook Plat- 
form and the ecclesiastical authority of the Consociation, similar 
in function to the Presbytery, characterized her heritage. These 
evidences of independency, and of integrated organization 
strengthened the Bedford Church against the attempt of New 
York—for to that colony King William in Council remanded the 
town in 1700—to maintain the Anglicans as the Establishment. 
Four square the Presbyterians opposed that legislation, and, 
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as far as possible, refused payment of ecclesiastical taxes. The 
parish rectors were not cordially received, as their correspondence 
makes crystal clear, for Bedford wanted ministers of their own 
choosing. Able Presbyterian pastors, the renowned Wilham 
Tennant among others, deepened the inherited convictions of 
their parishioners. In that same determined spirit the pastor 
from 1822 to 1848, the Rev. Jacob Green, stood sentinel for the 
Old School conservatives against the inroads of the New School 
liberalism in the bitter days of that controversy. He was grounded 
in staunch Presbyterianism, being one of the earliest graduates 
of Princeton Theological Seminary and withal a nephew of 
President Ashbel Green of Princeton College. Under his con- 
scientious teaching and preaching the people were meticulously 
trained in faith and practice. We owe a debt incalculable to 
Doctor Green for of sound heritage were the Bedford men and 
women who were planning a new church within the bounds of 
this community. 

From the very beginning these expansionists faced difficulties. 
Few in number, for there were only seventeen individuals repre- 
senting nine families to launch the project. There was no Church 
Extension Committee in the Presbytery of Bedford as the 
eoverning judicature was then called. According to its own 
records, Presbytery was not alive “to the opportunity for work 
within its own bounds in the new villages springing up along the 
lines of railroad.” But lack of that help did not deter the small 
group who had inherited Bedford’s independency and were 
trained by Jacob Green in their duties towards God and man. 
As laymen determined on a Presbyterian advance, they persevered 
regardless of all hazards, confident that their plans would issue 
in victory. 

Soon after the railway was in operation, these people began 
holding stated meetings for worship. Their eyes were on the 
future and the building of an edifice of their own rather than on 
the routine of their task. As a result, we, their successors, are 
without many interesting details of those early days, but we have 
the essential documents. Their dependence was on the minis- 
trations of the pastors of Bedford—Rey. David Inglis from 1848 
to 1852 and the Rev. David C. Lyon, his successor. These men 
preached here Sunday after Sunday in various homes. The most 
centrally located was Holly Benedict’s on the present East Main 
Street, south of the Hospital. Probably also for occasional meet- 
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ings the group was welcomed by Samuel Knapp on Guard Hill, 
Edward Banks on Byram Hill, Whiting Raymond beyond Haines 
Corners and by Joseph Merritt at the top of the West Main Street 
hill. The essential fact for us is that these services were held 
every Sabbath for nearly four years. These devotions, under the 
guidance of neighboring pastors, developed a virile fellowship. 

During’ these same years other religious interests) were 
naturally at work in the community, for the small Mount 
Kisco Depot was a veritable symbol of enlargement. The 
Methodists, oldest of the local churches, were challenged to 
greater efforts. The Rector of Grace Church in White Plains, 
Dr. Robert W. Harris, was driving his horse and buggy hither 
on Sunday afternoons. Episcopal services were conducted in 
the Kirbyville schoolhouse and at neighboring homes. The 
movement for the renewed use of the site of the abandoned 
st. George’s Church was in process. Dr. Harris, almost on the 
day the new Presbyterian edifice was completed, preached the 
dedicatory sermon, “The glory of this latter house shall be 
Sveater than oi the’ former,” in the newly built St. Mark’s 
Church. In addition the Hicksite Friends, at one time part 
of the Croton Valley Meeting, were holding their meetings in 
aaaeapout the Depot area, Among ‘its leaders were the Car- 
penter family who lived on the present Millwood Road. Zopher 
Carpenter and his sons, Francis and Theodore—and we shall 
later hear more of Theodore Carpenter in this history—brought 
their project to completion with the erection of a Meeting 
House, now 28 Carpenter Avenue, in 1859. Another development 
of vital concern to the community was the celebration of the 
Catholic Mass, June 1856, at the residence of John Kelly on 
the site of the Westchester Lighting Building. The officiating 
priest was Father Perint of St. John’s College, Fordham. Through 
tm@eweitorts or Pather McGean of St, Augustine's Church, Sing 
ime setne Catholics dedicated St. Francis, of Assisi Church on 
East Main Street, just north of the present rectory, in Novem- 
ber 1862. Thus in about fifteen years four new places of public 
worship followed the extension of the railway to this community. 

The earliest document in the Presbyterian Church’s records 
must be printed in full for it is of basic value. Of special meaning 
iste mact Or the Societys existence long’ before its organi- 
zation. Its exclusion of women will seem strange to modern 
minds. But chiefly must be noted its meticulous statement 
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of procedure. A born secretary, a perfectionist in workman- 
ship, was Jesse Barrett, of whom unfortunately we know little 
else as he and his wife, Margaret Ann, shortly removed to 
Wisconsin. To peruse the minutes must have delighted the heart 
of Presbytery’s Committee for they had all the needed informa- 
tion as to the new Society. 

“A meeting of the male persons of full age, desirous of 
forming a religious society in connection with the Presby- 
terian Church, having been publicly notified for two successive 
Sabbaths, and 15 days having elapsed since the first noti- 
fication, 

The following persons assembled together at the house of 
Holly Benedict in the town of New Castle, on Monday, the 
19th of May 1851 at 3 o’clock P. M. in compliance with the 
aforesaid notification— 


Holly Benedict Edward Banks 
John Benedict Jesse Barrett 
Whiting Raymond Edward Banks, jun. 


Joseph W. Merritt 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. David 
Inglis of Bedford. Joseph W. Merritt was then appointed 
chairman of the meeting and Jesse Barrett secretary. 

The trustees were then elected in the following order, 
viz Whiting Raymond for one year; John Benedict for two 
years; and Jesse Barrett for three years. With the view of 
then erecting a suitable building for public worship the follow- 
ing persons were appointed a building committee, Elisha 
B: Merritt, Joseph W. Merritt, Edward Banks, jun4 oun 
Benedict and Jesse Barrett. 

Edward Banks was appointed collector. 

The meeting after being closed with prayer by Mr. Seth 
Lyon (an elder of the Bedford Church) was then adjourned.” 

The organizers of this church were spiritually minded men 
and their business was transacted in the spirit of prayer. 
Significantly in the light of the community rivalry we noted, 
the birthplace of the Presbyterian Society was at New Castle 
Corners at “the house of Holly Benedict” overlooking Kirby 
Pond. Its site was on the north east corner of the 114 acre tract 
bought by Mr. Benedict in 1833. Soon afterwards the house was 
probably built, although no record of its date can be found, 
for its lines evidence the plain substantial construction of the 
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Westchester village house of the forties. Directly north stood 
the home~of his only son, John Benedict, 1803-1864. Both 
Benedict houses are standing at the present time. After Holly 
Benedict’s death, 1867, his will gave his widow Deborah and 
his niece Nancy Lounsbury the life use “of the dwelling now 
occupied by me” besides donating three hundred dollars to 
the Presbyterian Church. His executors—nephew Joseph Banks 
and granddaughter Harriet Newell Benedict—sold the house 
to Thomas Wright in 1874. Seven years later Mr. Wright’s 
will gave the residence to St. Mark’s Church whose rectors 
used it for about thirty years. In 1915 St. Mark’s sold it to its 
present owner, Dr. Frederick W. Andrews. Seldom does the 
same residence play such importartt parts in the history of two 
local churches. The residence, included in the illustrations, 
deserves much attention in local Presbyterian history. 

Being organized with a Board of Trustees, a Building Com- 
mittee and a Collector, the Society was prepared for incorpora- 
tion. On 10 June 1851—twenty-three days after the meeting at 
Mr. Benedict’s house—Joseph Merritt and Jesse Barrett ac- 
knowledged the application before Justice of the Peace George 
Willers The-articles stated’ that: “the congregation which has 
heretofore statedly attended Divine Worship and Celebrated 
the same according to the rites of the Presbyterian Church at 
the House of Mr. Holly Benedict—would incorporate themselves 
pursuant to Statute.” Then followed an exact copy of the action 
on May 19th. Within a few days the Certificate of Incorpora- 
tion was recorded in Liber AB, Record. of Religious Societies, 
page 126. Everything was now in perfect order for the acquis- 
ition of property and the erection of an edifice. 

For some strange reason the records do not mention Mr. 
Merritt’s offer to donate his land for the Society’s use. Yet 
his generosity was the determining factor in the location of 
the church at the foot of Kisco Mountain. The deed for that 
fand eleiber 1/6, page 75, in the Division. of Land, Records 
at White Plains, is dated 30 September 1851. Joseph W. and 
Mary L. Merritt transferred to Raymond, Benedict and Barrett, 
Trustees of the Presbyterian Society in the Town of Bedford, 
a plot of land 130 by 65 feet in size, situated on the highway 
“leading from. Mount Kisco Station to George Hubbell’s 
house” for a consideration of $200. A clause in the deed pro- 
vided that the property remain with the Trustees and their 
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successors in office “so long as said Society shall exist and 
use or enjoy said premises and upon the dissolution of said 
Society said premises shall revert to the grantor.” Two ex- 
planations must be added. First, the money payment for the 
land was, as we shall see, Mr. Merritt’s gift to the Building 
Fund marked “a lot valued by himself $200.00.” Second, the 
reverter clause, probably due to the uncertain future of the 
Society, became null and void when Prospect Place (Hillside 
Avenue) occupied the original land. The 1866 Merritt deed, as 
will be seen, was a transfer without conditions for the Society 
had passed its experimental period and was firmly established. 

In the records there stands only this one paragraph as to 
the erection of the edifice. “A church building was constructed 
by Edward Dauchy for the sum of $1850. dollars, the builder 
finding all the materials except the frame, and completed in 
February 1852, Dimensions 48 feet by 31, Dedicated April 27th 
1852." Coneise to-say thé least. but mot verny-completers ate 
details. Undoubtedly Mr. Dauchy started the work in July or 
August so that he had the structure enclosed before the winter 
set in. The deed, September 30th, was the legal’ confirmation 
of a working agreement between Mr. Merritt and the Building 
Committee: Edward Banks, Jr. and his younger brother, the 
twenty three year old Jeremiah Banks, ,cut the heavy, timbers 
on their father’s Byram Hill farm and with oxen drew them to 
the site of the church. The original structure, facing what 1s 
now Kisco Avenue, remained in position for fourteen years. 
There is no picture of the church on its /first ‘site, but allsot 
the 1851 construction is included in the present structure. Of 
the four new places of worship which followed the railway’s 
completion, the only one now being used for its original 
purpose is the Presbyterian Church. 

\ campaign for funds, following the Incorporation of the 
Society, was very successful. Edward Banks, Collector, and 
his co-workers secured over half the amount needed from nine 
prominent members of the local organization. 


Whiting Raymond $515.00 
Joseph W. Merritt 200.00 for the land 
Blishae Bo Merritt 100.00 
Holly Benedict 100.00 
John Benedict 100.00 
Samuel Knapp 100.00 
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Edward Banks and 


Edward Banks, Jr. 70.00 
Jesse Barrett 55.00 
$1240.00 


To obtain the balance of the $2100. needed, it was necessary 
to contact potential friends in the adjoining towns. For that 
purpose Mr. Banks and his helpers drove their horses and 
buggies up hill and down over miles of unpaved roads from 
Sing Sing to Pound Ridge and from North Castle to North 
Salem carrying their subscription papers. “A list of individuals 
subscribing 5 dollars and upwards for the erection of a house 
of worship at Mt. Kisco” contained a total of seventy-six 
names. | 

Banks—Edward, Edward Jr., John 

Barrett—Frederic, Jesse, Joseph, Moses S., Rufus Kk. 

Benedict—David, Holly, John, Joseph, William 

Betts—Charles 

Bouton—Edwin, Jared, John F., Isaac 

Bush—John 

Carpenter—Isaac 

Clark—Abigail, Catherine, Jeremiah, John 

Fountain—John L. 

Fowler—Henry H. 

Gilbert—Josiah 

Hait—Harvey, Jesse, Samuel, Sarah C. 

Howe—Alvah 

Hull—Jacob, Jeremiah 

Inglis—Rev. David 

Jay—Hon. William 

Knapp—Samuel 

Lounsberry—James, Phineas 

Lyon—Israel, Samuel, Seth, Solomon R. 

Mead—Benjamin, Jacob, G., Martin, Polly, Richard, 

Solomon, Thomas 

Merritt——Elisha B., Joseph W. 

Miller—David 

Niveson—Catherine 

Owen—St. John 

Platt—Reynolds | 

Raymond—Abial, Alanson, Edward, Whiting 
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Read—Aaron 

Roscoe—Caleb 

Sarles—Horace B., Thomas 

Seaman—Jesse 

Sherwood—Abraham, Isaac 

Todd—Rutfus, Stephen 

Trowbridge—James 

Williamson—James, William 

Wood—Squire, Stephen 

Woolsey—Josiah, William 
Outside the parish four men—Joseph Barrett of Bedford 

among them—gave $25. apiece, four others contributed $20. 
each including Judge William Jay of Bedford. Fifty-nine others 
averaged $7.85. These included the Rev. David Inglis, pastor 
of the Bedford Church, and six of his Ruling Elders—John 
Clark; Alvah. Howe, Phineas,’ Lounsbery,; Sethy yon, avid 
Miller and Aaron Read—as well as three subsequent members 
of Session—Solomon R. Lyon, St. John Owen and Edward 
Raymond—making clear the cordial relations between the 
Mother and Daughter churches. Concluding the building fund 
report -1s , this, sentence,” “There were. matty *oilts org omer 
amounts”, meaning that nearly two hundred dollars were col- 
lected in dollar bills and in coins. The church was paid for 
without a cent from the Presbytery or even a grant-in-aid from 
a Church Board. A small group of devoted laymen raised the 
Mindsstoretve new edince: 

Only one step remained to bring to completion the organizing 
work we have been following—official enrollment by the Pres- 
bytery. That body, in response to-the petition of the local 
Presbyterians, appointed a committee of three— 

Rev. Joseph Forsyth of the White Plains Church 

Rev. James R. Ramsey of the Croton Falls Church 

Elder Phineas Lounsberry of the Bedford Church 

to confer with the church members of the new group. 

“The said committee in pursuance of the above appoint- 
ment met at New Castle on the 15th of June 1852, and aiter 
examining the ground proceded to organize a Church, when 
the following seventeen persons presented letters from the 
Presbyterian Church of Bedford— 

Edward and Clarissa Banks 


Edward Banks, Jr. 


Jeremiah Banks 
Jesse and Margaret A. Barrett 
Emeline Benedict 
Holly and Deborah Benedict 
Phebe Haicht 
Samuel and Elizabeth Knapp 
Nancy Lounsbury 
Elizabeth Merritt 
Whiting and Lucretia Raymond 
Mary Ann Sarles 
And were enrolled and constituted a separate and distinct 
branch of the visible Kingdom of Christ under the name and 
title of— 
ate nob yy HE RIAN CHURCH OF MOUNT KISCO 
The Church thus constituted then proceeded to the election 
of Elders—Whereupon Whiting Raymond, Edward Banks 
and Jesse Barrett were unanimously chosen Ruling Elders and 
thereupon solemnly set apart to that office by ordination.” 
This is the charter obtained by the local Presbyterians for 
a second place of their worship in the Town of Bedford. After 
171 years the Mother Church willingly cooperated in this 
division of responsibility. And the new church, firmly estab- 
lished by good and true people, has reached its hundredth year 
of usefulness. 


Chapter III 
THE FIRST TWO PASTORATES 


Preven tionths éelapsed ‘before the “new church found an 
acceptable spiritual guide. Would that we knew the story! 
Undoubtedly the Bedford Church and her close relationship 
to Princeton Seminary were determining factors. The earliest 
mention of the first pastor reads, “Soon after the annual meeting 
of March 28th 1853, the trustees agreed with the Rev. Andrew 
Shiland of West Hebron, Washington County, N. Y. to take 
the charge of the Mt. Kisco Church and preach as a stated 
supply for one year commencing May Ist 1853.” This minister 
Was orm at Cambridge, N. Y.,4 July 1820, prepared for 
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college at the Cambridge Washington Academy, graduated at 
Union College 1845, at Princeton Theological Seminary 1847, 
served as pastor in Philadelphia, at West Hebron, and married 
Mary Stark. The records as of 5 April 1854 continue, “A meeting 
of the congregation was’ heldvin the church ateZ 70 clocky 
The. Rev. David =C Lyon™ of Bediord was moderatorselr i714 
resolved by unanimous vote that a call be presented to the Rev. 
Andrew Shiland. A call was accordingly drawn in due form 
and signed by the trustees’—Whiting Raymond, William Har- 
vey Banks and Jesse Barrett. An appended note reads, “Rey. 
A. Shiland was installed pastor of the Mt. Kisco Church on the 
14th of June 1854.” Unfortunately there is no mention of the 
speakers or of the large attendance from Bedford and the 
surrounding towns for it was a memorable occasion in Pres- 
byterian annals. 


Mount Kisco’s first: pastor, atv once, received" as a smageen 
ability and influence by his brethren, was elected Moderator of 
the Presbytery ‘ot Bedford im -1834.7.For -him™ the femmes 
built a parsonage on the ‘present site’ of the Tydol) Service 
Station at East Main Street and Gregory Avenue. This location 
was midway between the old and new parts of the community 
and. made the minister a neighbor to the) residents vorerue 
older hamlet although the church stood near the new Depot. 
On June 15, 1854, an acre of land was deeded by Hezekiah Ray- 
mond, to the: Trustees for $200) Liber 271, page 365, .atmy iar. 
Plains. Whiting Raymond and Jesse Barrett solicited contri- 
butions for the minister's home but with slow progress. Finally 
six years later Whiting Raymond, most liberal contributor 
in the church, donated the balance of the debt. The well-known 
house, for many years the residence of the late Frederick A. 
Underhill, was used by the first four pastors of the church. 


The minutes of Session, 10 November 1854, written by the 
pastor as clerk pro tem, reveal his conscientious work and his 
formal style. “Mrs. Mary Ann Canniff presented herself for 
examination with reference to uniting herself with the church. 
She was examined in Experimental Religion and in the Doctrines 
and Standards of the Presbyterian Church. The examination was 
unanimously sustained and she was received into the Communion 
and Fellowship of the Church.” Here was a pastor who followed 
in the conservative footsteps of the Rev. Jacob Green of Bed- 
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ford. “Dr. Shiland was of Scotch ancestry, of the old school, a 
student and schoolmaster, stern, of strong opinions and perhaps 
dictatorial, grounded in the doctrines of the Presbyterian Church 
and accepting them in toto, as a sermonizer to-day he would 
be considered dull but he was sound in doctrine and an earnest 
worker among his flock.’ This careful estimate, based on per- 
sonal recollections plus the reminiscenses of his grandfather, 
Dr. Harrison Teller, was prepared by Harrison Teller Slosson 
for the church’s seventieth anniversary. Another tradition from 
Mrs. Chapman’s history stated, “as a preacher Dr. Shiland was 
logical and forcible without ever bordering on the sensational, 
as a pastor he was respected and beloved, as a man he was godly.” 

A lecture room was added to the edifice in 1860. The Trustees 
reported its cost 


Joshua Teller as per bill rendered $260.73 


Hiram Woolsey for stone work 15.00 
Three ‘side lamps SHES 
$279.48 


To meet this expense “they loaned of Whiting Raymond $250.00 
with interest from April lst with the understanding that Mr. 
Shiland is to pay $12. per year for the use of the room as long as 
tHesamount of interest shall be called for on the note.” This 
odd agreement is the first mention of the minister’s school, 
aiterwards moved to the parsonage, a village institution for 
many years. Mr. Shiland’s 1861 church report said, “the atten- 
dance on the Sabbath has in general been good. The preaching 
of the word has been listened to with respect and attention. But 
we have to regret that no additions have been made to the 
church this year. We have become cold and lifeless in a great 
measure and none are enquiring what they must do to be 
saved. ile reported the membership at 65—it had been 22 
when he began his pastorate—the Sunday School numbered 71, 
fiempevevolences totalled $100.37, the salary was $350 and 
the church received a subsidy of $150 a year from the Board of 
Domestic Missions. | 

Despite the inroads of the Civil War, the Presbyterians col- 
lected $181.24 for the bell which still hangs in the tower. The 
next syear, 1863, the minister’s annual donation party was 
high-lighted by a very popular entertainer. “A man by the name 
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of Moses who could play on the piano, melodeon, accordian 
or almost anything else that came in his way and he is also a 
very good singer. By profession he is a portrait painter on sheet 
iron. In the course of the evening he got his apparatus in one 
corner of the room and asked Mr. Shiland to sit down. Shiland 
stretched himself up, fixed his whiskers and had his portrait 
made. Moses got it far enough along to let us see that it re- 
sembled Shiland and then left it to finish some other time. 
Moses composes the music he plays and the songs he sings. 
Mrs. Fowler played on one instrument while he played on 
another and both were singing at the same time.” On Thanks- 
giving Day the Presbyterians and Methodists held a Union 
Service at the latter church—showing that the cordial re- 
lations of the parishes are of long standing. Mr. Shiland preached 
and then Mr. Foster, the Methodist minister, read the day’s 
news concerning Grant’s victory in Tennessee.” In 1864 a special 
meeting was called to consider General Assembly’s recom- 
mendation for salaries. The church resolved that “in consideration 
of the high price of Provisions and all articles of Clothing it 
becomes our duty to increase our pastor’s salary.” Hiram Wool- 
sey was appointed “to solicit subscriptions from pew holders— 
and others of the Vicinity to make up a purse as an increase for 
this year. Fifty-five dollars was raised for the purpose. In 1865 
the salary was raised to $500 and by 1870 it was $800. 


After the President’s assassination, a special service was held 
in the Presbyterian Church. “Our little church in Mount Kisco 
hangs draped in mourning. The pulpit lights are covered with 
crepe and it is also hung under the gallery. Some of the con- 
gregation had crepe on their arms. Shiland preached an excellent 
discourse from=> the. text, “The. “Lord vrerenetiv) Temsaidaaar 
Lincoln had experienced a change of heart on the battlefield of 
Gettysburg and had thereby become a member of the church. 
Shiland believes that Abraham Lincoln has: gone to heaven.” 
A bold statement from an evangelical pulpit, but the Mount 
Kisco pastor was an independent thinker. 


Nothing reveals the pastor-teacher’s mind more clearly than 
a letter to one of his boys. The school, in a large room added to 
the parsonage, was better equipped and with increased enroll- 
ment. Among his 1865 pupils were Charles Haines, Reginald 
Hart; George. Knapp.:and. Charles Wood.) To ithemiatterse1 
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November 1865, he wrote, “You know how much business I 
always have on my hands. Teaching, preaching, visiting the 
sick and a thousand and one other things, afford me little leisure 
to write letters. I am so glad to learn that you got into Haver- 
ford College. I do not understand how you did it. For I cal- 
culated that you would require a whole year to be fitted properly 
to enter the Freshman class. I thought Reginald Hart would have 
as much as he could do to enter the Freshman class at Trinity 
College and lo’and behold he entered the Sophomore. Now I 
have come to the grave conclusion that either I am a smart 
teacher or else you and Reginald are two very smart boys. You 
will allow your old teacher and pastor to give you a few words 
merecoutccimulst eferrecular and systematic in your -hours lof 
study and reading. Select the best authors—discard novels for 
the most part. Make it a practice to read the Bible carefully 
every day. 2nd, Make choice of the best companions. Avoid 
such as are profane or irreligious and those who are idle or 
deceitful or untruthful. Fear God and keep his commandments. 
ord, Aim to fit yourself for usefulness in the world. Have in 
view high and noble ends—the glory of God and the good of 
men.” 


mvetie end othe war the membership reached /7/ and. in- 
cluded substantial families—younger representatives of the 
Bankses, _Benedicts, Merritts and Sarleses as well as Brush, 
Ibccine. Owen, Teller," Wood and) \oolsey. Some ‘of their 
descendants are still active in the church, but Mrs. Charlotte 
Banks Carpenter, the great granddaughter of Edward Banks 
whose memorial is on the west wall, is the only descendant of 
an original member. 


One of the happiest years in Mr. Shiland’s pastorate was 1866. 
On April 19th, following a series of special services, eighteen 
adults were received on profession of faith, Among the group 
Wenemonunm|ay Wood and’ Mrs: Theodore Carpenter. Mr. Car- 
penter, although not a communicant, was a most useful member 
of the congregation serving as a trustee for 45 years. Both Mr. 
Carpenter and Mr. Wood were birthright Friends, the latter 
disowned by the Society for marrying out of meeting and the 
former leit the Hicksite Meeting on Carpenter Avenue to at- 
tend the Presbyterian Church. To both of these practical men 
the downright sincerity and positive convictions of Mr. Shiland 
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brought light. In addition to receiving this large group into 
membership, plans for renovation of the edifice were approved 
at special congregational meetings on 4 July and 22 October. 
For this purpose additional land, 130 by 200 feet in size, ad- 
joining the church property was purchased from Mr. Merritt 
for $500, Liber 620, page 82, at White Plains. The building 
was moved from its original site facing Kisco Avenue to its 
present location, thus permitting the opening of Prospect 
Place, the present Hillside Avenue. The Sunday School room 
was added, with other facilities, the horse sheds were rebuilt 
and the. grounds developed at a cost of nearly $4,000. -In 
charge of the work were John Wood, Theodore Carpenter, 
Col. John Y. Culyer, and Joseph Banks. Mr. Banks supervised 
the grading, fencing and laying of the walks. Mr. Wood en- 
listed a group of farmers with their teams to collect field 
stones for the foundation, to transport cut stones from Sing Sing 
for steps and walks, and*(he also “donated trees forsee 
grounds. At the same time a building boom was in process 
with a new Depot, several stores and many residences as well 
as the new Methodist Church at what is now Main Street 
and Smith Avenue: On 7 November 1867 the Yonkers States- 
man announced, “The Presbyterian Church i Mountkasce 
has a fine auditorium furnished with cushions (of “maroon 
damask and its pulpit and chairs are of black walnut. It is 
one Of the handsomest and most ‘elegant edifices Sintie 
County.” Mr. Shiland had come into his own, for the day of 
small beginnings had passed. The future was bright with 
promise. 


Mr. Stiland’s ways of working are’ set forth in a leiter inom 
John Wood, 25 March 1869. “I received a note informing me 
that Session had appointed me Superintendent of the Sunday 
school (succeeding Dr, Albert Lee Comstock) and simyieqee 
me to a tea at the Parsonage. I found quite a company; William 
Banks and wife, Edward Banks Jr., Hugh Stocker Banks and 
wife, Theodore Carpenter and wife, Dr. Pelton and wife. 
We had a very pleasant time. I talked with William Banks 
about being Assistant Superintendent and persuaded Theodore 
Carpenter to serve as secretary, Cordelia Carpenter (formerly 
a teacher in School District No. 9) is going in the Bible Class.” 
With enthusiasm encouraged by the pastor, the new appointee 


24 


took up his duties. Among his papers was found, “The names 
of children who have brought in new scholars— 


elles ckert 1 Johnny Potter | 
Anna Elliott 4 Jennie Sarles 2 
Sohiryier. Platts] Stepiient Gatles nls 


That summer a large picnic was held “on top of Samuel Knapp’s 
Hill’ (our Guard Hill). On another occasion “The children 
Pmomrercilorsvoustie: | resbyterian Ghurchemet: atoMr. John J, 
Wood's villa where a pleasant afternoon was passed in games 
and music. An elegant and bounteous collation was provided 
to which justice was done by all. The’grapes and pears were 
superb,” With Mr. Shiland many local Sunday School con- 
ventions, of which the leading spirit was the Rev. Winter 
Bolton of St. Mark’s Church, were attended. At the State 
Convention in Troy the pastor enabled his superintendent to 
meet leaders in religious education. Thus did Mr. Shiland em- 
bue his workers with his own earnestness. 


We are fortunate to have another characteristic note from 
the minister. “It is a great satisfaction to me to count you not 
only as one of our church members, but, as I trust, a sincere 
follower of Christ. But in order to be a happy and useful 
Christian you must seek daily intercourse with God by medi- 
tation and prayer. Piety in order to grow’ must be cultivated 
with great care. Let me urge upon you to use every favorable 
opportunity to speak for Christ. I am in hopes that you may 
be led by the Spirit to devote yourself to the ministry. God 
has given you good talent, a retentive memory and more than 
ordinary powers for a public speaker. It is well for you to 
consider how you can best use your gifts for the glory of God. 
You have just begun the Christian life—the great battle and 
warfare lies before you. The joy and crown is to him that 
overcometh.” In this pastorate Henry James Owen and Daniel 
Webster Teller left the membership to become ordained ministers. 


Despite all these good works a shadow was darkening the 
Megomanceechurch | Shiland *scolds: all the time’ bécame the 
slogan of discontent, for the minister’s conscientious regard 
for his principles and his people forced him to protest post war 
scandals and excesses. “The great battle and warfare’ of which 
he had warned his young friend were his own. He believed in 
the righteousness of faith and he would brook no compromise. 
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A stern stand but it was charged with absolute sincerity. The 
climax came on 20 March 1870. “To-day we had a very solemn 
time at the church. At the close of the morning sermon, Mr. 
Shiland said he wanted to resign his pastorate, he intends 
leaving the lst of May and has no idea where he will go.” A 
special congregational meeting on March 23rd— Joshua Teller 
moderator and Joseph Banks clerk—requested Mr. Shiland 
“to stay another year with us” with the privilege of preaching 
elsewhere whenever he wished and having the free use of 
the parsonage for his family. There is no mistaking the church’s 
purpose but it was too late—even a farewell reception was im- 
possible. For a parting dinner the John Woods invited to their 
home “the broken hearted Shilands” with the Rev. and Mrs. 
C. Winter Bolton and Dr.) and Mrs wlewts Ff) sPeltonss the 
absence of the Bankses, the Carpenters, the Raymonds and 
other Presbyterians speaks all to plainly of the widespread 
criticism of the pastor. He was soon called to the Southamp- 
ton Presbyterian Church and a fourteen-year pastorate resulted, 
during which his Alma Mater conferred on him the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity. This honor was well deserved for his de- 
voted ministrations of two score years. After his decease, 1901, 
his children placed the memorial in the Mount Kisco Church and 
we, at this centennial, acknowledge our great debt to our first 
pastor. “A workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.” 


The Presbyterian Church, after seventeen years of self sacri- 
ficing leadership, was in a very strong position. The foundation 
had been well laid. As a loyal member wrote, “You know our 
church is now considered first class and in order to cultivate 
our taste up to the proper pitch we are hearing splendid 
preachers.” Among the supplies was an eloquent Canadian 
“somewhat on the Beecher order” and a very prominent Brook- 
lyn clergyman, Apparently the latter made an appealing sug- 
gestion for the committee on a new pastor, John Wood, chair- 
man, dropped several promising leads and concentrated on the 
Rev. John Hancock of Brooklyn’s Ainslie Street Church. This 
minister was entertained by the Woods and conducted the 
church services with immediate and enthusiastic results. On 
14 June 1870, within six weeks after the pulpit became vacant, 
a meeting of the congregation moderated by the Rev. Peter B. 
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Heroy of Bedford “unanimously called the Rev. John Hancock, 
the salary to be $1200 payable in installments on the first of 
each month with the use of the Parsonage rent free.” No further 
evidence is’ needed to establish the improved status of the 
parish. “Our beloved Hancock, there are few like unto him,” 
wrote our, correspondent, “has not yet “accepted his call and 
We are existing in the most terrible suspence.” But in due 
course the Brooklyn minister removed to the parsonage on 
East Main Street. 


John Hancock, despite his patriotic name, was born in Braun- 
ton, Devonshire, England, on 31 October 1818, and as a youth 
of nineteen came to America. His theological training was ob- 
tained somewhere in the west and he held pastorates in Iowa 
before coming to the Throop Avenue Church, Brooklyn, in 
1864. That parish and Ainslie Street, in his three years’ service 
to’ each, made great forward strides. These advances, according 
to General Assembly minutes, were repeated at Mount Kisco 
with an increase in membership from 83 to 170, the Sunday 
School likewise doubling in size and nearly 300% added to 
the benevolent collections, including $100 to the newly estab- 
lished Presbyterian Church of Greeley, Colorado. Moreover 
during this pastorate two members, Henry Wildy Teller and 
Charles Wood, entered the ministry. The latter received his 
licensure from Presbytery in the Mount Kisco Church 16 April 
1872. With these accomplishments there can be no wonder 
that Mr. Hancock is remembered as “Lincolnesque in appear- 
ancé, whose voice could be heard beyond the walls of the 
ehurch:\’ 


Under his leadership the local church made a wide appeal. 
iP Oneexampic,, eoenezer G, Platt, a North Castle farmer: on 
Route 22 near Byram Lake, often told of refusing to bring his 
membership from Bedford to “the new church at the Depot’ 
Wiievineetiancock became pastor, In’ 18/1. Mr. and Mrs. Platt 
(whose daughter was the late Ann Platt Blake) transferred 
their memberships and sang in the choir. Their neighbors, 
Mr. and Mrs. John N. Lyon, also united with the church where 
Mrs. Lyon (nee Julia Comstock, daughter of the community’s 
physician) played the newly purchased treadle organ. These 
developments, due to the magnetism and popular preaching of 
the minister, were followed by better parish administration. 
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One of his first acts was to obtain the election to the Session 
of William Banks, Louis Beach, Dr. Albert L. Comstock, and 
John Jay Wood; to the Board of Deacons of Peter C. Bussing 
and Jesse Young; to the Trustees of Joshua Teller and as a 
most efficient Church Treasurer to -serve for many years, 
Theodore Carpenter. These men had all rendered outstanding 
services and their official recognition was well deserved. So 
was the heartfelt resolution on the death of Whiting Raymond, 
“We have sustained a great loss. Brother Raymond was one of 
our most faithful and devoted members, always exemplary in 
his character, prompt and regular in his attendance upon all 
the means of grace and most liberal in supporting all the in- 
stitutions of the church, he showed his love for the church in 
leaving a legacy for so long as it remains a Presbyterian organi- 
zation | and ‘another ‘legacy for his. former’ pastor, “thes em 
Andrew Shiland.”, In addition Mr. Hancock encouraged the 
Young Women’s Home Missionary Society and the Sunday 
School from which thirteen pupils had just been received into 
church membership. The church responded to the vision and 
ability of this ambitious pastor. 

Then Mount Kisco, twenty years after its organization, led 
in a church extension project. On May 2.18/71, Mire iancoe. 
preached in Avery’s Hall, Old Katonah, the start of the Katonah 
Presbyterian Church. Sunday afternoons for a year and a half, 
John Wood drove the pastor to the neighboring community 
for this purpose. In addition to the services of worship these 
men organized a Sunday School and raised $1500 for the new 
edifice. Presbytery’s Committee—the Rev. Rollin A. Sawyer 
of Irvington, the Rev. Henry M. Hazeltine of North Salem, 
Mr. Hancock and Elder Wood—constituted the new church in 
November 1872. Two years later the Katonah edifice was 
dedicated and shortly thereafter began the long and memorable 
pastorate of the Rev. John H. Eastman who always paid grate- 
ful tribute to the help of the Mount Kisco Church. 


George Dunn as clerk of the 1874 annual meeting prepared 
most interesting minutes. After Theodore Carpenter reported 
disbursements at the all high figure of $2274.94 with a deficit of 
$106.09, “Ider Wood rose and stated that he had been present 
at church meetings when they gave freely and bountifully to 
make up all deficiency. He asserted that he knew that we could 
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and would do the same. In a few moments we made up our 
deficiency and this goes to show what can be done when we 
are willing to try.” Elder Bussing’s benevolent report carried 
$128 for Foreign Missions, a larger item than had formerly 
been given to all the church boards. Edwin Slosson, as Sunday 
School superintendent, told of its progress. Mr. Hancock re- 
viewed the spiritual condition of the church to the great satis- 
cation of the meeting. “Our moderator gave all present a pressing 
invitation to repair to the Lecture Room where the well filled 
tables were groaning under the weight of delicacies furnished 
Pyatiierladies ofthe, Consrecation.” 

A special meeting, 19 July 1876, with Louis Beach moderator 
amdea\y tihanveBanks clerk, received Mr.-Hancock’s resignation 
due to ill health. Sincere regrets were expressed by Dr. Harri- 
sou teller,”a newly elected Eider, and many of the members. 
A reminiscence of one of the younger generation completes 
the story, “I remember his final sermon delivered to a con- 
eregation that overflowed the church. Mr. Hancock went to 
toesehurch at Vons River, N: J.,.but ina few years returned to 
England where he died in 1902. His six-year pastorate had 
carried forward every. part of our church’s work. 


Chapter IV 
1876 TO THE TURN OF THE CENTURY 


IMjioueto the national centennial, two. local developments 
evidenced the-community’s coming of age. The Masons of the 
section had organized Kisco Lodge No. 708. Its name again 
emphasized the Depot’s designation. Among its founders was 
the Presbyterian, George W. Dunn, eight times chosen Master. 
Fifteen of his successors have come from the church and very 
many others have found pleasure and profit in membership. 
Among them Dr. James Francis Chapman wrote the story of 
the fraternal institution, an interesting and valuable historical 
document hour years atter the Lodge started, an even more 
important transaction, long sought by the ambitious promoters 
who have been mentioned, united the older community at “The 
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Lester C, Remsen, 

Tr. WH. Leete, 

Cc. D. Chichester and 

The Sxecutive Committes of the Ladies Aid Society: 


On behalf of the Officers of the Presbyterian Church, we 
desire to express our sincere appreciation of the result of your work 
of enlarging and remodeling the Church. 

The beautiful and commodious structure speaks more eloquently 
than words of the success of your painstaking efforts. Good judgment 
has been displayed in the execution of this difficult task, and a har- 
monious whole has been evolved from what seemed well nigh impossible 
when the work was undertaken. 

That you have given so largely of your time and effort, 
withoub compensation or reward, merits the gratitude of not only tne 
officers but of all connected with the Church, and we hereby scek to 
assure you that your efforts are appreciated by a zrateful people. 

While all honor is due the Committee as a wholw for its 
unselfish work, we feel that special mention is due Mr. Remsen, the 
builder, for the sacrifice involved in prosecuting this work so 
promptly to a satisfactory conclusion, and this testimonial is 


unanimously endorsed by the St ates of the Church, 


OV ates 
Ve be 
Thecetore Cacpseter — 


Committee, 


Mt. Kisco,.N.Y., August 2, 1914. 
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The Fifteenth Pastor—James Wright Butler, Jr. 


Ordination and 


Installation Service 


of 


JAMES W. BUTLER, Jr. 


as Pastor of. 
Hhe Presbyterian Church 
of 


MOUNT KISCO, NEW YORK 


THURSDAY EVENING 


October Sixth 


One Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty-Seven 
Seven Thirty 
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Service of Dedication 
for 


New Church Jnterior 
Sunday, October 22,1944, 8300 
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Organ Prelude 
The Doxology 


Invocaticn 

Hymn = - 47 ( Stanzas 1,2,4 ) 
Responsive: Sel. 4 

Anthem: 


"Praise the Lord, O My Souls’ Harker 
scripture Lesson: 
Matt. 15: 13-26 
In Appreciation of Gifts, 
Mre John G. Gredler 


Hymn - 49 
Ofrering 


"Lift Thine Eyes", Mendelssohn 
(Mrs. L.CeRemsen, Miss Ella Blair, 
Miss Agnes Chiavpinelli) 
Dedication of Gifts 
Greetings from the Community, 
Mr. Herbert B. Howe 


coe ofeDedication, 

ner never Harold By -Thelin 
Hymn - 64 
Benediction and Silent Prayer 
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The Sixteenth Pastor — Lee Myer Fairchild 


Corners” with the newer “Mount Kisco Depot” area. In 1875 
adjacent parts of the Towns of New Castle and Bedford were 
incorporated as the Village of Mount Kisco. That twenty-seven 
year old name, suggested for the train stop and adopted by 
the Presbyterian Church as well as the Masonic Lodge, at- 
tained municipal status. On the first Board of Village Trustees 
was the New Castle merchant, Elder William Banks of the 
church. Many other Presbyterians have served as. village 
officials, three of them—Alvah L. Banks, Virgil Banks, and 
Charles D. Chichester—as Village Presidents. The extension 
of the use of the unique name gave community background 
to the Presbyterian Church of Mount Kisco. 


In 1876, so carefully had the Presbyterians been nurtured 
that they were able to take care of themselves, requiring no 
further subsidy from the Board of Domestic Missions and even 
bearing an important part in the building at Katonah of a 
third Presbyterian edifice within the Town of Bedford. Among 
these three churches relationships have remained most cordial 
even though the Mother Church’s priority passed to the 
younger institution at Mount Kisco. That church’s record, 
within the period covered by this chapter, may seem at first 
elance to be disappointing. Six pastorates in twenty-five years, 
the longest of five years’ duration, are not of themselves inspir- 
ing. But several factors, local as well as general, must be con- 
sidered before passing final judgment. The community, having 
obtained rail connection with the metropolis, was in process 
of change-over from agriculture to suburban development and 
ereat was the conservatism. As an old resident used to remark, 
“Even in the nineties we shipped two carloads of milk to the 
city every day.” In his mind that fact and not the commuting 
train schedule was the sole test of local prosperity. Village 
population very slowly increased from 800 to 1300 and bust- 
ness interests were relatively small before 1900. In this interim 
period must the church’s development be estimated. Com- 
petition with more prosperous communities was severe in 
the eighties and nineties. Then it seemed impossible, and this 
was also true of St. Mark’s Church, to retain for any length 
of time the services of a good minister. Two of our pastors 
went into the developing south, two others found their oppor- 
tunities in the great west and still another chose a prosperous 
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county seat in western Pennsylvania. Five of our six clergy- 
men were successful after their all-too-brief sojourns here. 
Notwithstanding these difficulties the men and women of the 
local church, true to their heritage, continuously carried on 
the good work. 

On 11 January 1877 the congregation, with the Key Johtake 
Eastman of Katonah as moderator, called at the current salary 
of twelve hundred dollars the Rev. John Hatfield Frazee of 
Syracuse as the third’ pastor ‘at) Mount; Kisco.) lem wasees 
graduate of Rutgers College, a lawyer, an editor, a minister 
after attending New Brunswick’s Reformed Church Seminary 
and, durine the Civil War, Chaplain of the jrd) New 4) eres, 
Cavalry. Justly proud of his military record Mr. Frazee carried 
himself with great dignity, but apparently felt no challenge for 
strenuous work. The membership remained stationary at about 
150, but finances lagged behind. The total outlay including 
benevolences was less than $2,000, with A. P. Sarles, organist, 
receiving $150 annually, John Fisher for “blowing the organ”, 
$14, and George Davis as sexton, $75. Collections for the Church 
Boards fell from $118 to $61 and deficits plagued the orderly 
mind of the treasurer. Finally the Trustees—Jeremiah Banks, 
Theodore Carpenter, and George W. Dunn—at a plain spoken 
conference persuaded the pastor to contribute $200 of his 
salary for current expenses. His resignation, 13 October 1879, 
followed and Edwin Slosson moved “We feel compelled to 
grant our pastor’s request as it is so decidedly for his good.” 
Eventually Mr. Frazee held a long and successful pastorate in 
Knoxville, Tennessee, receiving from the State University the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity. 


The fourth pastor was the Rev. James William Johnston, a 
graduate of Union College and Princeton Theological Seminary. 
His first charge had been the neighboring Yorktown Church, 
but he was a pastor in Colorado when called here on 23 
February 1880. Soon afterwards his address at the 200th anni- 
versary of the Mother Church at Bedford revealed the calibre 
of this sincere Christian. “It is a pleasure to convey the kindly, 
filial greetings of the daughter to the mother. As bone of your 
bone, and flesh of your flesh, we claim a place in your history 
and a share in your glory. We celebrate today no feat of arms, 
no achievement of science, no wonder of discovery, no triumph 
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Oleart. Ourework thas not beén a’ worldly work, Our rejoicing 
is that we have been an instrument in God’s hands—a channel 
for God’s love. What balm, other than the breath of God, in 
the Gospel of Jesus, has ever sufficed to heal the iniquity of 


the souls of men, to check the wastes of life, and to build up a 


pure and spiritualized, a strong and beautiful manhood? To be 
the receivers and guardians, the legatees and trustees of such 
spiritual resources, is an honour higher and more enduring 
tHianeto lead the armies of a Caesar, and to startle and dazzle 
the world with the brilliant exploits of a Napoleon. I would 
Parmer-have been a deacon in the little church in the wilderness 
of Bedford, holding the lamp of God to light the way to heaven, 
iijanean alexander, or a Nelson, or even a Franklin. How many 
streams of spiritual influence have started here, how widely 
have they spread, what rich soul treasures have they borne 
and are now bearing, God only knows. We gather around the 
old church homestead today to bear greetings to the spiritual 
mother, with her to give thanks unto the Most High, and 
praise the name of Him who hath established us in righteous- 
ieee uotcd =m patt irom, Wra Charles ‘VW. Baird’s History 
of the Bedford Church, this constructive restatement of funda- 
mental values marks a high point in our Centennial and de- 
serves our attention. 


iimerter church archives is this characterization, Mr. John- 
ston was a thoughtful, quiet, warm-hearted man of sweet spirit 
whose character commanded the unbounded confidence of 
those who knew him.” His constant and courteous attentions 
to his people, especially those in sickness and need, are still 
recalled by the older families. The congregation responded 
with cooperation and appreciation. The names of his devoted 
officers, listed on another page, were taken from an ambitious 
church news sheet published for the annual fair. Sociables were 
aisora ereat factor in uniting the people. One of them at the 
residence of D. F. Gorham on Moger Avenue had an attendance 
of over one hundred who enjoyed a bountiful supper and the 
vocal music of Mrs. Howard and Mrs. Luther Fowler. Then 
the minister presented a beautiful lamp to the hostess “for her 
superior and faithful service as organist of the church.” Mrs. 
Gorham had gladly played for the services but to the pastor 
an emblem of acknowledgment, shared by the congregation, 
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was required. Would that we had his words on this happy 
occasion! Such acts marked his administration. In. 18843108 
reasons completely unknown, Mr. Johnston resigned to accept 
an upstate church, but-found his most successtul work “ai 
Aberdeen) aNorth Carolina, zbeine slong sremenibered yea atmc 
people at Mount Kisco. | 


In. November 1884, the Rev. Addison D. Madeira, D: D, 
chaplain of an lowa regiment in the war and the recent pastor 
of the Central.Church of Kansas City, began his duties*asmene 
fifth pastor. In marked contrast to his predecessor he was a great 
preacher, talented and eloquent, with his sermons gaining the 
attention of the entire community and winning him marked 
distinction. For him the congregation built the Hillside Avenue 
parsonage. George W. Marshall, Uriah Dingee and jona 
Mathews were the contractors: at- a cost of less than three 
thousand dollars. To remove the old horsesheds from the prop- 
erty and make way jor the new house, the’men of the page 
held a “Frolic” of demolition. New sheds were built moneieen 
the edifice with an entrance from Kisco Avenue. On that high- 
way there suddenly rolled a tremendous stone, weighing about 
twenty tons, from Kisco Mountain.. That Sunday night, 5 
April 1885, was a marked date in village history.. Fortunately 
the church escaped destruction as did the dwelling houses on 
the slope, but in the rock’s path big trees were snapped off and 
large sections of ground torn up. In due course Mr. Mathews 
blasted the boulder and obtained material for the foundations 
of the parsonage. A far more peaceful incident was the organi- 
zation bythe pastor of the Mission Band, J:-H. Cranempre 
dent; Daisy Madeira, Harry Slosson, Emma -Carpenter, and 
Frank Bailey, vice presidents; Albert.C. Lyon and mime. 
Elting, secretaries; with Ollie “Potter,-treasurer.. Dhiseoreup 
raised funds to educate “Grass Rattling’ Gourd, an Ameriean 
Indian, that he might become a teacher of his peoplesm. ce 
Dr. Madeira started the Woman’s Missionary Society, Mrs. 
John J. Wood, president, on its career of good works. For the 
1886 Fair the pastor edited and Alfred Hunt published “The 
Christmas Journal” containing in prose and verse the names 
_of over forty workers at the various tables. These lines stood 
at the head of the editorial column— 
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here must have been managers many, 
BOn a air so. extensive as-this. 

Is the thought I know you are thinking, 
While in fact there’s but three of them—viz 
Mrs. Elting, the president, first 
Qiwiiicecaladieceappoinved 10.cule. 

Nite el icodores. Carpenter ext. 

And then Mrs. Annie Dromgoole.” 


After two and one half years Dr. Madeira resigned, 20 Feb- 
Hiiyeloo/s tetirming to the west-as: pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church in Independence, Missouri. 


Pieweictin pastor jwas- themkey,. Harris. Rodgers Schenck, 
emiGty-ome years. Old, a graduate of Princeton College and 
peminary, calléd trom the Mahopac Falls Church and installed 
4 May 1887. Of this very conscientious man, a young church 
imcmmer soWcerved, We ‘came when the sterness of the old 
region had been mellowed and things once the subject of 
church discipline were becoming matters of individual con- 
science, naturally Mr. Schenck (an ardent Prohibitionist) clung 
to the old order as a fearless servant of God who did his duty 
as he saw it.” His sermons explaining the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith brought forth in the local paper, “The con- 
scientious assiduity with which the eldership of the church are 
grappling with the doctrines of Election, Predestination and 
Infant Damnation is manifest in their care worn looks and 
general abstraction of maner.” Nevertheless this zealous pastor 
added=iily new members to the church -within tive ‘years, 
bringing the total to 160. Moreover church expenses rose from 
$1200 a year to $1700 without deficits, due to the good work 
of Josiah Elting who had been made a Trustee after the lamented 
Ge7iieorGeotoe. VW. Dunn Benevolences averaged $275): a 
triumph for the long and painstaking devotion of Elder Peter 
Bussing, also gathered to the fathers during this pastorate. 
mibeotean find of over one thousand dollars enabled Mr. 
pomenek, [heodore Carpenter and Henry H. F. Lounsbery to 
Sten a contract, 21 December 1891, with the West End Chapel 
of New York City for the transfer of their pipe organ to the 
Mount Kisco Church. This very important purchase was sug- 
Geto Miss -Hlorence Read Lyon (Mrs. G: P. M. Curry) 
who became the organist with Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Hoyt, Miss 
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May Remsen (Mrs. Virgil Banks) and Mrs. Lizzie Carpenter 
Slosson among members of the choir. In pumping the organ 
certain youngsters, chief of whom were Virgil Banks and 
Lester Remsen, were very’ satisfactory except when they fell 
asleep. In due course a mechanical pump was installed. This 
pipe organ gave fifty years of good service to the church. 
Another * devoted parishioner, George Ws Banks’ reported: 
“A “more taithiul band - of - officers and: teachéfsasas ouldag 
School superintendent could not wish.” By his efforts the en- 
rollment increased from 70 to over 100 and the school library 
to 318 volumes. In the archives is a certificate issued to “Julia 
M. Sypher-for perfectly reciting the Topics, Golden Texts and 
Catechism” signed by her teacher, ,;Charles >; | Patticonaea. 
well as by Mr. Banks and the pastor. An ambitious Sunday 
school excursion 13 July 1888, planned and’ conductedmbs, 
Mr. Banks, took a group of nearly one hundred persons to Bay 
Cliff Park on Staten Island. A round trip fare of $1.50 included 
three special cars on the 7:07 morning train, the Sixth Avenue 
Elevated and the steamship “Pomona” down the Bay and 
through the Narrows. The travellers enjoyed their sight of 
outward bound ocean vessels, the Statue of Liberty, Governors 
Island and in the distance Sandy Hook. Then at the Park came 
luncheon with boating and bathing, the group arriving back 
at Mount Kisco on the 8:10 evening trainy One Or thetic. 
of this good pastor was the organization of the Christian FEn- 
deavor’ Society, Elder Frank “N. ‘Horton, president, aneam= 
portant factor in the church’s work for -the ensuing shinee 
decades. “On -2Z] ' February “1892, muuch. to, ther reere are man 
parishioners, Mr. Schenck accepted the pastorate of Chambers- 
burg’s Falling Spring Church in Pennsylvania. Six years later 
his will directed that a portion of his library go to the Mount 
Kisco Church for the use of its pastors, the volumes being 
marked— 


Donated by the Rev. Harris R. Schenck, pastor 
of the Mount Kisco Presbyterian Church from 
1887 to 1892. 
This was a unique and gracious appreciation of his successful 
days among our people. 
The Rev. David Laughlin, D. D., of Hagerstown, Maryland, 
became the seventh pastor, being of the same age as his prede- 
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cessor and also from Princeton College and Seminary. His long 
and carefully prepared sermons, always delivered with his 
eyes on the ceiling, were highly regarded by the congregation 
which restored the salary to twelve hundred dollars. This action, 
evidencing improved financial standing, was followed by the 
1894 Annual Meeting, George Banks, moderator, and Frank 
Horton, clerk, unanimously passing “a vote of thanks to Theodore 
Garpenter tor his, liberality: in “aiding the church ‘during: the 
past years’’—aid generous in contributions and in sound counsel. 
So auspicious were conditions, despite the nation-wide depres- 
sion, that Edward Dauchy,-son of the builder of the original 
edifice, was employed to refashion the pews making them more 
comfortable and to rearrange them with a center aisle. Three 
skillful workmen—Sidney, Edward and John Potter—redecorated 
the interior, Their beautiful grainine’ of the pews and the 
balcony panel was highly praised. These improvements, the 
first major renovation since 1866, modernized the church. Also 
during Dr. Laughlin’s pastorate all the church organizations 
flourished. Mrs. Emily T. Slosson for the Missionary Society 
Feported increased ‘donations for the Santa Fe School, boxes of 
clothing for China and several barrels of books and magazines 
to Mr. and Mrs. Johnston for their North Carolina parishioners. 
The Ladies Aid Society, Mrs. Charles F. Chapman, president, 
collected over three hundred dollars annually, substantial gains 
were made by the Sunday School under Harrison T. Slosson, 
and Elder Horton enthusiastically commented on the develop- 
ment of the Christian Endeavor Society. In February 1895, due 
to a complete breakdown, Mr. Laughlin resigned and removed 
to Baltimore. 


The first half century closed with the three year pastorate of 
the Rev. Alvah Grant Fessenden. This thirty year old graduate 
of Union Theological Seminary was Mount Kisco’s eighth 
minister. A man of the most charming personality “whose 
presence in the hour of sorrow breathed a benediction” and who 
knew everyone in the community and was popular in all circles. 
He preached the shortest sermons ever heard in the church, but 
they were not lacking in earnestness and appeal. Receiving 
thirty-three persons into fellowship, he ordained to the eldership 
Dr. Charles F. Chapman and Benjamin E. Smythe and his in- 
fluence was especially strong with the young people. The 1897 


36 


Christian Endeavor folder, widely distributed in the Village, 
made the Society’s Sunday evening meetings centers of attrac- 
tion. Groups of King’s Daughters and King’s Sons were also 
organized. He published his aptly chosen Thursday evening 
topics a year in advance. Three of them for 1898 receivea a wide 
hearing. January 6th, A New Year’s Glance at Character, Luke 
1:15; July 7th, Our Country, Micah 4:1-4; and December 29th, 
The Pilgrimage of Life, Hebrews 11:13. Lovers of music were 
rewarded by a series of organ recitals with Mr. Smythe at the 
organ, Mrs. Fessenden at the piano and talented soloists assist- 
ing. The choir had the competent support of both the pastor and 
his wife. With healthy balances in every treasury the church 
was spending about $3,000. annually and averaging nearly $400. 
for benevolences. Into “this remarkable harmony and fellow- 
ship” came the pastor’s acceptance of Peekskill’s First Church in 
October 1898. He left Mount Kisco “not only with the love and 
esteem of our congregation but also of the entire community.” 
Relationships continued with his able assistance at the Semi- 
Centennial services, the distribution of invitations to his fifteenth 
wedding anniversary, 15 September 1902, among his old friends, 
and most significantly, as reported by the Recorder 13 June 
1913, “Mr. Fessenden and his wife of San Bernandino, Cali- 
fornia, have been spending a week here visiting friends made 
during his pastorate of the Presbyterian Church eighteen years 
ago. They attended the twentieth wedding anniversary of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harrison T. Slosson and the sociable given for them 
by the church ladies at Mr. and Mrs. Alvah L. Banks’. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Fessenden carry with them the good will and good 
wishes of all who know them.” 

In summary, the years between 1876 and 1899 revealed the 
strength of the Presbyterians. Faced with constant changes 
in leadership, they faltered not at all but prospered largely by 
their own efforts. Consequently they were prepared, when the 
opportunities of the new century opened, for unprecedented 
advance. 
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Chapter V 
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY TO 1927 


By 1900 many radical changes were in process in and around 
Mount Kisco. The former schools at Kirbyville and on the 
Kisco Avenue sand knoll, opposite the church, formed Union 
Free District No. 2 of New Castle and Bedford. Theodore 
Carpenter, prominent in church and community, was the first 
president of the new Board of Education. Eventually Green 
Street's “Swamp College”, now the Mutual Engine house on 
Main Street, gave way to the present school building on Hyatt 
Avenue. The Union District acquired independent status with 
its own superintendent, a position held for thirty years by 
PMorolav i. jeniimes, an elder of the Presbyterian Church: 
Moreover, St. Francis Church established the parochial school 
on Main Street. These developments of educational facilities 
reflected population increase from 1374 at the turn of the cen- 
tury to 3974 twenty years later. But these village gains were 
only part of the story, for the 1905 Cornell Dam of the Metro- 
politan Water Supply, on a vaster scale than the original 1842 
Dam, forced the readjustment of the entire surrounding area. 
Land formerly used for agriculture was bought by city families 
for residences. As a result, this part of the county became a 
very prominent suburban community, with Mount Kisco’s 
post. office and railroad station as centers. The village’s trad- 
ing population increased by leaps and bounds, with the Na- 
PoualieBank. organized in. 1895. New stores’ replaced those 
taken by the city in its inclusion of Kisco River and Branch 
Brook within the watershed. Main Street was paved, new side 
streets opened, and water and sewerage systems installed. It 
is almost impossible to exaggerate the changed aspects of the 
village and the countryside. In 1916, largely by the efforts of 
Chatles =F. Chapman, M.D: an: elder. of the ‘church, the 
Northern Westchester Hospital was opened on Stewart Place 
and subsequently moved to its present location at the former 
New Castle Corners. From that older area St. Mark’s Church 
transferred to the center of the village at the present junction 


38 


of Main Street and North Bedford Road. On the same high- 
way, at Moger Avenue, is the five-acre plot on which stands 
the new «Presbyterian, parsonage, Adjacent is (the sitevormnde 
projected edifice. The land by the Depot donated by Captain 
Merritt- “so ‘long sas the.Presbyterian (society sshall sexist sie 
being changed for the more strategic location. That generous 
layman did not know that the church he helped to establish 
would function for all these years. Could he possible recognize 
the more populous community so vitally changed and changing? 


The deader of the: Presbyterians ain, thes beginning or aoe 
new century was their ninth pastor, the Rev. George Ernest 
Merriam, recommended) bys George (W. Banks; *)37 Ha Grane 
Henry: Hw Bs vLounshery, sand) Benjamin, B.S Smythewiige-c« 
business. men, three commuters and a local merchant, madeva 
wise choice in the twenty-six year old graduate of Amherst 
College and Union Theological Seminary. His ordination and 
installation, 27 June 1899, were not only significant because 
the Rev. Dr: John Balcom Shaw, the distinguished pastor of 
New York’s West End Church, preached the sermon, but also 
because’ the new pastor’s father, the Rev.’ George Franklin 
Merriam of Greenville, New Hampshire, delivered the charge 
to his son 


a most unique and auspicious occasion. The mode- 
rator was the Rev. Robert” P, Gibson of “Croton .Palisavand 
continuity with the preceding pastorate was manifest by the 
presence of the Revi Alvah G, Fessenden, of) Peekskill a aeie 
organ where he had presided many years was Benjamin E. 
Smythe and Miss Julia Sypher rendered the solo “Abide With 
VWree 

They. Recordert;y.25= October’ “l90] reported, © Perhapemame 
pleasantest afternoon of the season, Monday the 2lst, crowded 
the Presbyterian Church for the marriage of Mr. Merriam and 
Miss Sypher. The pastor has won the affection of all his parish 
and the respect of all the townspeople while Miss Sypher is 
universally beloved by one and all. Joseph E. Merriam, the 
groom’s brother, was his best man and Miss Elizabeth Sypher, 
the bride’s sister, her maid of honor. Messrs. Virgil Banks, 
Willard Fisher, Stewart Banks, and Gilbert Knapp were the 
ushers. The Rev. George F. Merriam conducted the service 
and Mr. George W. Sypher, the bride’s father, gave her away. 
The service which gives to the pastor a helpmeet from his own 
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church was of deep interest. A large crowd of friends gathered 
at the depot to witness their departure for New York City and 
New England where they purpose to spend most of their 
honeymoon.” 

Systematic and meticulous reports at every Session meeting 
characterized Mr. Merriam. He averaged, during his seven- 
year pastorate, 400 calls a year, with 168 sermons and ad- 
dresses. Most ‘conscientiously he revised the church — roll, 
retaining only active members. Many of these passed to their 
reward—Mrs. Peter Bussing whose legacy recalled the devo- 
tion of her husband and herself to the church, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Davis, Henry H. Fowler, Mrs. Alfred Hunter, Theodore B. 
Mellows, Mrs. Hester Ryder in whose memory her daughter, 
Mrs. Frank Dromgoole, gave the church its first individual 
communion set, and Augustus D. Slosson, among others: ah e- 
movals from the parish were frequent, including the two 
efficient elders, Benjamin E. Smythe and Frank H. Horton. 
Altogether there were over eighty deaths and removals to be 
met by Mr. Merriam’s annual gain of twelve communicants, so 
that the membership, 176 at his coming, was 177 at the time of 
his resignation. His church publicity was prolific; he was the 
first minister to publish weekly bulletins. Prominent laymen 
of the congregation spoke from the pulpit—George Banks, Dr. 
Charles Chapman, Dr. Benjamin Durham, Henry Cyarariler, 
Phil H. Hembdt, Henry Lounsbery, Lester Remsen, and Harri- 
son Slosson. Likewise Elder Ebenezer Platt, chosen by Pres- 
bytery as a Commissioner to the 1903 General Assembly at 
Los Angeles, reported his experiences at an evening service. 
One of the pastor’s New Year’s cards analyzed the current 
Presbyterian Yearbook and announced union meetings with 
the Methodists, concluding. “Will you not attend these serv- 
ices, and help us by your silent interest, or vocal cooperation, 
as you feel impelled? Mrs. Merriam and I hope that during 
the current year we may labor among you more effectively and 
bespeak your charity and your prayers.” 


On 6 February 1902, Mr. Merriam outlined his plans for the 
celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary before Session, secur- 
ing the help of its Clerk, George W. Banks, and of the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trustees, Theodore Carpenter, two pre- 
eminent leaders. Music was in charge of Mrs. Harrison Slos- 
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son, decorations were assigned to Mrs. Emily Slosson and 
Lester Remsen, Mrs. Julia Lyon and Alvah Banks arranged 
for entertainment, and Mrs. Charles Chapman ably edited the 
Semi-Centennial History. A very ambitious Souvenir Calendar 
with countless quotations from members and friends of the 
parish was published by a large committee under the direction 
of. “Mrs, Harrison Slosson The program: tor. the, threes imme 
days devoted to the observances is reproduced on another 
page. Banks of roses, ferns and daisies about the platform filled 
the church with fragrance and beauty while over the door- 
ways were the dates in greens “1852-1902.” Most happily Mr. 
Fessenden took a prominent part in the services. His signifi- 
cant text on Sunday morning was “I know thy works, and thy 
labour, and thy patience—nevertheless I have somewhat 
against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.” Union with 
thé Methodists enabled) their pastorsithes Revs e@ 1s a ee 
worth, to assist Mr. Merriam; and: the Semi-Centennial hymn 
was written by the Rev. John Anketell, former rector of St. 
Mark’s Church, .and set to.music by Mr... Smythe Very eap- 
propriate was the singing of “By cool Siloam’s shady rill’, as 
it. had been ‘used. at the first service vheld in Mount skisces 
original Presbyterian Church. Charles W. Banks accompanied 
hymns and anthems with the violin and Herbert Lyon with 
the cornet, At the afternoon, service the tabletjin memow ane: 
the first pastor and his wife, the Rev. Andrew and Mary Stark 
Shiland, was presented by their son, Andrew Shiland} Jr., and 
unveiled by their grandson, Master Andrew Romaine Shiland. 
The family’s gift was gracefully accepted by Theodore Car- 
penter. The addresses at the evening service brought messages 
from the Mother Church of Bedford and the Daughter Church 
of Katonah. At the reunion on Monday, Dr. Wood of Phila- 
delphia spoke of his boyhood recollections of Dr. Shiland and 
Mr. Hancock. The only living charter member of the church, 
Jeremiah Banks, described the cutting of the timbers for the 
frame of the original edifice. All in all, these six services, 
arranged by the systematic and hard working pastor, formed 
a meaningful observance of the church’s half century. 


When Mr. Merriam accepted the call of the Fourteenth 
Street Church in New York City, a strong committee—Robert 
He Lawler. with Theodore. Carpenter, Charles “Dwi Chichester 
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Charles F. Darlington and George W. Sypher—began the 
search for a new minister. Three months later, 22 July 1906, 
they brought before the congregation the name of the~ Kev. 
Clarence Wells Dunham of Warrensburg, New York, a gradu- 
ate of Williams College with Phi Beta Kappa rank and of 
Auburn Theological Seminary. He was unanimously chosen 
as the tenth pastor. Assisting in his installation were the Rev. 
James A. McWilliams of Ossining, and the villages pactors—— 
the Rev. Egisto F. Chauncey of St. Mark’s Church and the 
Rev. Henry E. Wright of the Methodist Church. The sermon 
was preached by the Rev. President George E. Stewart of 
Auburn, with the Rev. James E. Riggs also of the Seminary 
and Mr. Merriam taking the other assignments. The choir, 
under the direction of Miss Laura’ P. Ward, rendered two 
anthems and the solo was sung by Mrs. Dunham. Her hus- 
band, described by a friend, as “an unusual man possessing to 
a marked degree the power of organization and a splendid 
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with a keen sense of humor, together with the clearest of 


pastor”, had the rare combination of modesty and magnetism, 


clear visions implemented with deep convictions. His leader- 
ship was followed, both consciously and unconsciously, by 
the changing community and the growing Church eOnly = Te- 
cently a local editorial, 4 April 1952, referred to his informed 
and intelligent support, with the Rev. Thomas B. Kelly of 
St. Francis Church, of village officials in changing questionable 
practices and making Mount Kisco a safer and better place. 
Remembered also is his spiritual power. A sincere prayer in 
quiet voice, at the scene of a fatal accident on Main Street, 
brought to a group of shocked spectators the comfort of God’s 
presence. Only a man of deep insight into the eternal verities 
could have comforted those excited and grief stricken people. 
Small in stature but of great faith was the Presbyterian 
pastor. 


“To strengthen the Christian life among men of the com- 
munity and to promote a helpful brotherly friendship among 
them both within and without the Church’ was the purpose 
of the Men’s Club organized by Mr. Dunham. The document 
‘n the church archives contains more than one hundred signa- 
tures beginning with that of the eighty year old Jeremiah 
Banks and including men in all walks of life. Beginning on 
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Sunday, 24 Jauary 1909, with thirty-six members, the Club 
rendered useful service to community and to church for two 
decades, ‘Its first" officers were james: Day laird, yprecidene 
Charles W.. Banks, vice president, beonard': We Beckley mceere- 
tary, Harold G. Bedell, treasurer, with J. Stewart Banks chair- 
man of membership, and Charles Gregory heading the recep- 
tion committee. One of the first addresses was by State Senator 
George P. Agnew “who gave a most interesting talk on the 
present governor, Charles Evans Hughes.” Held monthly in 
the homes of the members the Club programs included promi- 
nent speakers on a wide \variety. of interesting “and timely 
topics. The Ladies Aid Society served the Club’s popular 
annual dinners in the church parlor. Among its projects were 
the donation of a flag for the Municipal Building, Bibles for 
the church pews, the support ot the’ Public Library, the num, 
bering of the houses, and the placing of street signs in the 
village, with generous contributions to the church’s building 
fund. To list the Club’s officers would be to publish a veritable 
Who’s Who of Mount Kisco during those years. It was a real 
service organization through which its founder was able to 
develop neighborliness and to build up an informed citizenry. 
Mr. Dunham, also with wise foresight, established the Boy 
Scout troop which has successfully continued to the present 
time. 

The influential pastor served as Moderator of Presbytery 
and as Commissioner to several General Assemblies. In North- 
ern Westchester institutions his support was felt, especially in 
Sunday School work and in the Christian Endeavor. The 
convention of the latter organization was entertained by the 
Mount Kisco Church when Miss Lillian Davis was president 
in 1908. But Mr. Dunham’s work was not limited to existing 
organizations. Becoming interested in the Italians in the village, 
originally employed on the Cornell. Dam and then used on the 
large. estates,, he.'organized’ a; mission, secured an, Ttalaan 
assistant, and placed the dacilities.of the church at theimsecer 
the new group. Moreover, he occasionally secured the services 
of a German assistant and also welcomed that group to the 
church. This extension work was another evidence of Mr. Dun- 
ham’s vital ministry in Mount Kisco. 


To his people he gave most practical sermons. One series 
Pap) 
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was entitled “What am I to Friends and the Community?” 
followed by “What am I to God?” Another had to do with 
Religion in Business Life, in Physical Life, Home Bite sam 
Political Life and bore the appealing heading “Are we prac- 
ticing what we believe? Come and think.” During summer 
months outdoor services on the church lawn were popular. 
One of his strongest appeals to loyalty was the Roll Call of 
Members held on successive December evenings just prior to 
New Year’s Day. Very sympathetic towards the older mem- 
bers, Mr. Dunham appreciated what they had accomplished for 
the church. When the Senior Elder, Joseph Banks, died at the 
age of ninety-two years in 1908, the hearttelt resolutions of 
the Session bore the marks of the pastor’s feeling. “We have 
lost an associate and friend whose wise counsels were of in- 
estimable value. His was a noble life. His loyalty to the Pres- 
byterian Church was unswerving. He represented the con- 
servative element and grieved over what seemed to him a 
growing tendency towards liberality that he believed threat- 
ened the foundations of the faith as set forth by the West- 
minster Divines. He was for many years Superintendent ot 
the Sunday School, Clerk of the Session, a Manager of the 
Westchester Bible Society. and in politics a Prohibitionist. A 
mighty oak has fallen.” In 1913 a memorial tablet to Edward 
Banks, a charter member and one of the first elders, was 
given by his grandsons, George W. and James ie. (Banke bre 
sented by the latter, it was accepted by Theodore Carpenter 
with an historical address by James Wood. In his. remarks 
Mr. Dunham pointed out that of sixty-three descendants, 
thirty-three had been members of the Mount Kisco Church; 
three of them elders—Joseph, William and George W.—and 
another—Jeremiah—was long a trustee. Now to that list we 
add two more, Elder J. Stewart Banks and Trustee Ralph E. 
Banks. It was a devoted family closely identified with the 
development of the church. 


In planning for the future this pastor set three goals: the 
addition of a church kitchen and study with the relocation of 
the horse sheds, partly accomplished in 1908; the acquisition 
of a Croton Avenue lot for the new parsonage, consummated 
in 1913; and the improvement and enlargement of the church, 
a most ambitious project involving an outlay of $8,000. The 
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edifice was extended some twenty feet toward the street, the 
gallery moved, the pews painted white and the seating capacity 
increased forty percent. Also there were added) thespillaned 
porch and the east portico. A plan to do away with the belfry 
and its 1862 bell brought Gilbert E. Ganun’s special gift jor 
its relocation at the back of the building where it still stands. 
The thoroughgoing renovation attracted much attention among 
friends of the parish, William Sloane donating new carpets and 
others making substantial contributions. On 14 July 1914 the 
remodelled edifice was dedicated with twenty-two new mem- 
bers being received into fellowship. Almost the last official act 
of Mr. Dunham was a letter, copied on another page, express- 
ing his sincere appreciation. 

Thes Recordér, “12° June 1914 stated At the close <0 temeac 
morning service in the Presbyterian Church on-Sunday; Key. 
C. W. Dunham announced his resignation to take effect. on 
September Ist. The resignation, while not wholly unexpected, 
was received with regret by all the congregation. He has been 
pastor of the church since September 1906—a term of eight 
years, the second longest pastorate in-its history. The church 
has been united and harmonious and Mr. Dunham has been 
especially successful in building up the membership and the 
Sunday School. The net membership has increased from 177 
to 260, a, gain of 83° The numberof, people received durime gene 
eight. years was 170 but deaths and removals have been 87. 
Mr. Dunham has accepted the pastorate of the Phillips Con- 
gregational Church at South Boston. His many friends wish 
him abundant success in his new field of work.” It was most 
appropriate’ that’ the Men/s Clubh Oscar “Sac Best. preside am 
gave a farewell reception at the residence of William Mann 
Browne on Carpenter Avenue to Mr. Dunham. His had been 
a memorable pastorate. 


On 15 January 1915 -theuRev. Walter lv. Steiner <iromear items 
ville, New York, was installed in the newly remodelled edifice 
as the eleventh pastor of the church. The service was notable 
with an anthem from the choir, Mr. Beckley at the organ, Miss 
Martha Hoyt as soloist and five clergymen of the Presbytery 
Mr. Stratton of; Yonkers, -Dr.."McGrevor) of {New sochel ies 
Mr. Payson of ‘Katonah, Mr, Fyeritt vot, Reekskills.ande iia 
Hunnewell of White Plains—participating in the traditional 
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service. One of his congregation described the new minister 
as “Earnest, impulsive and a great sermonizer.” That Laster 
was long remembered because of excellent music and his 
addresses “The Easter Message to the Heart” and “From 
Death to Life.’ In the autumn the pastor’s Rally Day invi- 
tation concluded, “We are looking forward to a year of de- 
lightful fellowship, a year of interesting services, each one 
emphasizing some vital Scriptural truth, and a year of pro- 
gressive results. We earnestly desire that you shall bear your 
share of the responsibility, and shall have your share of the 
profit, the blessing and the joy.” In this cooperative spirit all 
the church organizations prospered. Mrs. Harrison T. Slosson 
was president of the Ladies Aid Society, Mrs. Charles F. 
Chapman of the Missionary Society, Howard B. Gates of the 
Men’s Club and Mrs. Steiner in charge of the Sunday School. 
The Italian Mission continued, although many of the men 
had returned to their homeland to join the army. Systematic 
payments were made on the indebtedness incurred Dy atic 
Croton Avenue lot and the improvements to the church prop- 
Crty. 

Mr. Steiner was obliged to conduct the last rites for three 
valued officers of the church. On 28 February 1916, Elder 
George Wilbur Banks died in his 57th year and the Session 
spread upon its minutes, “He lived in close touch with the 
Master. Without ostentation but with conscientious convic- 
tion he placed first the attributes of righteousness and the 
interests of the Kingdom. He heard the call to service and 
gave himself unsparingly to the enterprises of the Church and 
the community which made for betterment.” In the church 
register, the pastor appreciatively noted, “He was a most 
eficient Plder of this Church.” ‘A year. later, the father of 
this good man, Jeremiah Banks, was taken in his 88th year. 
The last surviving Charter Member who served as Trustee for 
forty-four years. Most significantly he was succeeded on the 
Board of Trustees by his grandson, Ralph Edward Banks, of 
the fourth generation of that loyal family. Then on 21 Janu- 
ary 1918, Theodore Carpenter died in his 83rd year, having 
served the Church as Trustee for almost a half century. “He 
was a man of the type now so rare, of whom it could be said 
that his word was as good as his bond. He was a good citizen, 
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a kind neighbor and an honor to the community.” The loss of 
these prominent men sundered the ties of continuity with the 
early days. 

The: pastor's Easter~message of 1916 expressed his beliet 
and ‘his hope. “Aiter an unusually severe .winter, we are look 
ing forward with pleasant anticipations to the advent of 
Spring. The dormant seeds, developing into healthy plants, 
teach us anew the lesson of continued life after what we call 
death. The realm of nature, awakening to brightest verdure and 
most glorious bloom, suggests the thought that the world 
which lies before us is more beautiful and more satisfying 
than the world we live in now. While nature is furnishing 
us /with illustratsons’ of “ammortality and* prophecies wotemere 
eternal future, Easter comes to give us*the revelation some 
final change which shall exalt us and adapt us to the heavenly 
land. and the heavenly dite’ We appreciate the Christianity 
which lifts us to the heights, shows us how to live most happily, 
and creates around us a social, moral and religious atmosphere 
which is congenial to our growth. We are grateful for the 
Church as a centre from which this Christianity radiates to 
produce its results,” 


A weele before the 1918 Armistice, Mi Steiner sresiomedaan. 
pastorate and immediately left for the Cape May Naval Base 
to be commissioned a Navy Chaplain. On 2 February 1919 the 
Rev, Herbert. B: Howe, a graduate’ of Williams, College=and 
Union Theological Seminary, recently returned from overseas 
service with the Army Y. M. C, A., began his duties, as the d2tm 
pastor. The installation was conducted by the Rev. Anthony 
N. Peterson of Scarborotgh, James . Wood ofthe “Crotem 
Valley Friends Meeting and Mr. Dunham. This former pastor 
told of his eight years in Mount Kisco with all their pleasant 
associations and counselled the new minister to faithfulness 
in study, firmness for high moral and Christian ideals, with 
reliance on God at all times. 


Mr. Howe lived in the home built by Elder John Jay Wood 
who was the grandfather of Mrs. Howe, and the parsonage 
continued to be rented. In the church the study was furnished 
with framed pictures of all the former ministers and a safe 
tor the church records. The rich past was, recalled@bywamnei. 
item in ‘the local “Times, ‘September 1919, “On, Sunday amone 
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ing the 7th the new Communion table, given by her family 
in memory of Mrs. Harrison T. Slosson (the daughter of 
Theodore Carpenter), was dedicated. It is of black walnut 
with the front panel carved “In Remembrance of Me.” In 
the center of the top is a plate hearing the inscription— 


In Memoriam 
Lizzie Carpenter Slosson 


1919 

Before each Sunday morning service the Elders met with 
the Pastor for consultation and prayer. Then with the co- 
operation of the organist, Henry J. Miller, there was pub- 
lished for use in the pews a revised order of worship replete 
with appropriate psalms and other scripture. Also “the Session 
as spiritual leaders of this congregation” deputed Elder Jasper 
to prepare a statement of fundamentals. “We look to God as 
the giver of all life and therefore recognize all mankind as 
members of His family. We seek our highest development in 
His love and worship. The Kingdom of God consists of those 
who seek to do His will in the unselfish service of their fellow 
men. We believe that Jesus Christ came to make known the 
love of the Father and that the Holy Spirit leads men as they 
seek His guidance. Living out such a faith is the highest duty. 
As a part of the Christian Church, founded by Christ and 
given the Great Commission, we believe the future is bound 
up with the religious training of children. This task rests upon 
parents conducting family worship as well as upon the Sun- 
day School and we urge the value of these agencies upon our 
membership. May we all ‘think on these things’ and so walk 
that all men may know that we are trying to serve God.” 
Reverence, Vision, Culture, Friendship and Courage were the 
topics in a series of sermons dealing with the Foundations of 
Character, Modern interpretations of Christ were used in 
the prayer meetings with pertinent sketches of medieval 
churchmen entitled “In the Days when the Church was One.” 
Hope for a better world order under the League of Nations 
was explained in a series “God and the Nations.” Generous 
collections were taken for the international relief funds, especi- 
ally for the Near East and for China, seeking rehabilitation 
for needy peoples. The union services, developed by Mr. Dun- 
ham, were continued. On Thanksgiving Day evening 1920, “the 
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Presbyterian Church appropriately decorated with autumn 
foliage and yellow chrysanthemums was crowded to the ut- 
most of its capacity,’’ with the cooperation of Mr. Boozer of 
the “Baptist Church; <Mr/ Prichard’ ol \ote Mark ¢ uChurelee. 
preacher, Dr. Wilson of the’ Methodist Church and Mr. Wood 
of the Friends Meeting. For the young people, Walter Hueile 
most successfully led the Christian Endeavor Society. The 
Scout Troop was reorganized with Pierre Guinand and Theo- 
dore Slosson as assistants. With an interested group of parish- 
ioners and others, the pastor discussed representative English 
and ‘American’ ‘novels.’ His +1921 Christmas ‘card, \ PhemGoaer 
would worship”, calling attention to New Testament descrip- 
tions, closed with “These familiar verses present something of 
the mind and purpose of God. They are symbols of Him whose 
ways are ways of righteousness and peace. They portray him 
as the Father of all men. ‘God is spirit and they that worship 
Him must worship in spirit and in truth. ” 


During this pastorate William F. Carpenter, Henry N. Jas- 
per, William ©. Nash and Fred A. Williams were sordamed 
Biders; The church suttered; loss in the removal or idems@ a2 
chester, Village President during the war, and his family to 
White Plains. Two prominent officers—the Senior: Elder 
Ebenezer’ G. Platt and the Senior Deacon. Alvah L. Banks— 
passed to their reward. Mr. Banks, 1841-1920, was born on 
Chestnut Ridge, moved to the Village in 1858 and for long 
years conducted a successful grocery business on West Main 
Street, / This: most jusetul citizen served as Village | Presiqene 
for nine years. In 1918 he and his wife, Malvina Williamson, 
celebrated their Golden Wedding and she survived him with 
their sons, Benjamin and» Virgil. Mr.; Platt 1837-19227 ja%ce 
born on Chestnut Ridge, operated a nearby farm overlooking 
Byram Lake—one of the last real farms in this area. In 1871 he 
transferred from the Bedford to the Mount Kisco Church. of 
which he was a faithful official for over three decades. At his 
funeral were representatives of many of the older families. 
Surviving were his daughter, Mrs. Robert Blake, and his sons, 
Benjamin and Theodore. These changes brought other and 
different leadership to the church. 


Qn Thanksgiving Day 1919 the Honor Roll of men who 
served in the First World War was unveiled by Charles A. 
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Shaw, a veteran of the Civil War. The next year, by the gift of 
Colonel Frederick Feigl of New York, a memorial to the two 
war casualties from the church was unveiled with an eloquent 
address by Theodore Carpenter Slosson and accepted on be- 
half of the church by Ralph Edward Banks. A pew was also 
endowed by his family in Lieutenant Feigl’s memory. Copies 
of these memorials are reproduced in this volume. Two other 
significant services were the burning of the church mortgage 
Pyathe. President or the Board of (rustees: and’ the observance 
Orethe /Oth anniversary, & October 1922, with the excellent 
address of Harrison T. Slosson from which much information 
has been taken for this Centennial. The° month before. Mr. 
Howe had resigned from the church to accept a“place onethe 
administrative staff of Columbia University. 


On the recommendation of Elder Fred A. Williams, chair- 
Mianerore they colmittee, ties Associate Field Director “of the 
Presbyterian New Era Movement, the Rev. C. Franklin Ward, 
was called as the 13th pastor of the Presbyterian Church. A 
graduate of McCormick Theological Seminary, thirty-four years 
of age, Mr. Ward had served as a Navy Chaplain in the recent 
war. For the new pastor and his wife the parsonage, after six 
years of rental, received complete renovation. The installation, 
pomducteduby ithe: Rev. Jzester HH, Bent of Pleasantville, «the 
ie Or Willtam™ Hiram Foulkes *of ‘New York, the Rev. 
William S. Marquis of Mount Kisco, the Rev. Joseph H. Hol- 
lister of Mount Vernon and Mr. Howe, was described as “one 
of the most impressive services ever held in the church.” The 
conegregation’s reception took place at the residence of Harri- 
fom 1. >losson one7 June 1923, That same month Miss Iretta 
Hollywood, now Mrs. Francis F. Hirsch, a graduate of the 
Philadelphia Training School, whose family had long been 
identified with the church—her mother, Mrs. Emma Foster 
Hollywood, is its oldest resident member today—and who made 
profession of faith under Mr. Steiner, was ordained a Dea- 
coness. She was the fifth member of the Mount Kisco Church 
to take the vows of religious work. 


Mr. Ward made ‘many changes in the church’s, program, 
engaging Miss Jean Doctor as Pastor’s Assistant in charge of 
the people’s activities. “Church Nights” with monthly suppers 
took the place of the Thursday evening prayer meetings. Mis- 
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sion study was stressed not only at these mid-week meetings, 
using Eastman’s “Unfinished Business of the Presbyterian 
Church”, but also with stereoptican lectures concerning various 
mission fields every other Sunday evening. Many of the most 
prominent church leaders addressed the people, emphasizing 
national “and; international: needs) While these, development. 
were in process, Mr. Ward, at the November 1923 Men’s Club 
dinner, stated that bootlegging was going on promiscuously 
in Mount Kisco, violating the Eighteenth Amendment and that 
he was willing if necessary to’ leave his church duties for sa 
time in order to’stop, this ilicit salesof liquor. “Hs; remvaric 
according to the local paper, were heartily applauded. 


At the annual meeting, 10 April 1924, encouraging reports 
from the various organizations—Mrs. Henry Jasper for the 
Ladies Aid Society, Mrs. Herbert Russell for the Missionary 
Society, Miss Adelaide Thorne (Mrs. H. Hamilton Jones) for the 
Christian Endeavor Society, Edwin E. Ganun for the Men’s Club, 
Herbert Howe for the Sunday Schooland Theodore Slosson for 
the Boy Scouts—‘showed a vast improvement over the work done 
in previous.years according to) Franklin C.{spies, Cler some 
Congregation. Mr. Ward noted that forty-two persons had 
united with the church, the membership numbering 282Z,7and 
that the every member canvass progressed satisfactorily. Then 
he added, “The opportunities here have appealed to me and the 
kindly attentions and proffers of cooperation have been deeply 
appreciated. The work has brought experience that will always 
be remembered with extreme gratitude. But I have come to the 
realization that my duty to my family required that I resign. 
This. decision has been reached’ with oreéat: reluctancemand 
sincere reghet. sOn Mayaloth he lettiior California to take up 
administrative church work. 


Elder Lester C. Remsen, chairman of a committee of thir- 
teen on the selection otva néw pastor, presented: the namenor 
Dr. Robert H. Milligan, and he was unanimously chosen the 
fourteenth minister of the church on 31 August 1924. A gradu- 
ate of Princeton Theological Seminary with a record of eleven 
years as a missionary in the African Congo, he had translated 
the scriptures into native dialects and travelled extensively 
from Egypt to the Cape. Two well-known volumes, published 
by Revell; summarized his experiences, “Uhe juncle wollamor 
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Africa” and “The Fetish Folk of Africa.” Subsequently he had 
held pastorates in Wilkes-Barre, Tacoma, and Portland, Ore- 
gon, At his installation the Rev. Dr. George Reynolds of New 
Rochelle, the Rev. Dr. Harry R. Stark of Edgewater, the Rev. 
Benjamin H. Everitt—Executive Secretary of the Presbytery 
—and Mr. Howe took part. 

With great ability as a pulpit orator, Dr. Milligan’s giits, 
according to a friend, “take him out of the class of small town 
preachers and make him comparable to the country’s best.” 
This was especially true in his series of seven sermons on the 
Life of Joseph—a close study of character analysis illustrated 
by the speaker’s contacts with all sorts and conditions of men 
at home and abroad. His descriptions of persons and places in 
the Dark Continent were always welcomed. In procuring out- 
standing speakers for the Men’s Club, Dr. Milligan was of 
ereat asistance to the presidents—Dr. Willard B. Fisher, Robert 
B. Stewart, and Henry N. Jasper—in bringing to Mount Kisco 
Dr. Ralph B. Sockman, Dr. Percy Stickney Grant, Dr. Dwight 
W. Wylie, Dr. John McDowell of New York City and Judge 
George C. Appel of the Westchester County Children’s Court. 
For his success as Sunday School superintendent, Franklin 
Spies always gave credit to the pastor’s strong support. On 
Christmas morning, 1926, the Elders and Deacons presented 
gold coins to Dr. Milligan as “their appreciation of his service.” 


ta 1924 Dr. Milligan ‘dedicated the Bible presented to the 
Sunday School by Miss Marie Wood on behalf of the Christian 
Endeavor Society in memory of Willard Jasper who had been 
an active member of both the school and the society. Another 
loss, the next year, keenly felt by the church, was that. of 
Walter F. Guinand. “Our beloved fellow officer who united 
with this church on confession of faith in 1894 and for the 
last twenty-eight years has discharged the duties of Treasurer 
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with incomparable efficiency.” During this pastorate sixty- 
Six new members were received into the church, but ‘Dr. 
Milligan’s conscientious revision of the roll held that total at 
Core ite minister, ordained as. elders Robert: Hunter, Harold 
M. Jennings and Franklin C. Spies. Miss Katherine Brock 
Couston, now Mrs. Louis Tissot, who joined the church during 
Mr. Howe’s pastorate and graduated from the Gramercy Park 


Training School, was ordained a Deaconess. 
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On’ 3. February, 1927, the pastor announced: his acceptanceror 
an important position in South America with the American 
Bible Society. His departure was deeply regretted by many of 
the congregation, At ithe farewell dinner, given> by. they oun 
people, Russell Rawlings presided, Mr. and Mrs. George Mevi 
sang most acceptably, and Dr. Campbell of the Pleasantville 
Presbyterian Church, with) Mr Hart: of the, locals Methodice 
Church, spoke feelingly of their co-worker and friend. For this 
church Arthur Mann, Harold M. Jennings and George O. 
schryver expressed great indebtedness for the virile leadership 
of the retiring pastor. Atithe close jof the, reception, Draviiiie 
gan, at the piano, led in the singing of “Auld Lang Syne? 


Chapter VI 
THE LAST QUARTER CENTURY 


During this entire period community changes have been 
accelerated. Population in the village has advanced from 4,000 
to approximately 7,000 with even larger proportionate gains 
in the adjacent sections of the Towns of Bedford and New 
Castle. In and about the municipality have developed residence 
communities—Lawrence Farms (formerly the Moses Taylor 
estate), Parkway Heights, Seven Bridges, Stanwood and Wil- 
liamstown. On Carpenter Avenue are two large apartments. 
Properties like the former Scribner and Goodrich estates are 
undergoing subdivision. Three estates are used by religious 
groups—the Brewster place by Yeshiva College, Dellwood 
Farm (formerly owned by John Henry Hammond) by Moral 
Rearmament, and the Heber Bishop property, later occupied 
by Billy Rose, by a Catholic Church institution. Many of the 
personnel from the Reader’s Digest general office near Chappa- 
qua and the General Precision Laboratories on the former H. 
Edward Manville estate at Pleasantville live in or near the 
village. North of Hubbell’s Cross Road along the railroad are 
several manufacturing and service plants. To facilitate travel, 
public bus lines operate through Mount Kisco from Katonah 
to’ White Plains and from Tarrytown’ to’ Stamiord,. bhevoauv 


Mill River Parkway from the highway center at the Haw- 
thorne Circle, recently opened to West Main Street, is already 
under construction to Bedford Hills. Also the long discussed 
railroad relocation, discontinuing grade crossings in the village, 
has necessitated the purchase of certain land for the new right- 
of-way. This project is destined to change the West Main 
Street-Kisco Avenue area and seriously condition the century 
old location of the Presbyterian Church as well as business 
places. Already new retail stores line South Moger Avenue 
and the adjacent part of East Main Street. Their location was 
made possible by New York City’s sale of a large tract in the 
center of the village. This land, acquired by the metropolis 
when the Cornell Dam was built, long served as a municipal 
Datks.0n or nearby that area are the government built Post 
Office, the Municipal Building, the Moses Taylor Jr. Ameri- 
tam vesion Post, Building, tand ’the Masonic) Temple: Long 
range educational planning with the possible consolidation of 
established school districts is under way. Three members of 
the Board of Education—Dr. K: Wallace Fish, the president, 
F. Paul Christensen, and Donald V. Buttenheim—are from 
aiemerespyterian Church. At. Katonah the* Catholic Church 
maintains the large St. Mary’s High School. Three private 
schools—Harvey at Hawthorne Circle, Rippowam at Bedford 
Center, and Sisqua on Lady Gabriel’s estate—also serve this 
area. By the generous gift of Colonel William Henry Leonard, 
CoiueonewnundLed sacres, patt,-of it the former Kirby . Pond, 
were deeded the village as Leonard Park. It has been developed 
with recreational facilities, playing fields, and the popular 
Memorial Swimming Pool initiated by the Lions Club and 
completed by the municipality. All these developments are 
reflected in the community’s religious institutions. The Metho- 
dist Church has added the Halstead Memorial Hall; St. Mark’s 
Church completed its building with offices and a parish house; 
Sue lrineia Chirch has érected a laree stone edifice with a 
parish hall; on Maple Avenue are the Bethel Baptist Church 
miceoteeerancis A. M. E. Zion Church; the new and: com- 
modious Jewish Community Center is on Smith Avenue; the 
Temple Beth El at present meets in the Presbyterian Church; 
and the Lutherans have built an attractive edifice opposite the 
enlarged hospital at the former New Castle Corners. The Pres- 


54 


byterians have begun the development of their newly acquired 
property at the corner of Moger Avenue and North Bedford 
Road. With. the building of their church, the ‘five larger com- 
munity places of public worship will stand in strategic lo- 
cations along the main north and south highway through the 
village. All in all, Mount Kisco, completely changing its char- 
acter, has become an increasingly important center of the large 
regional suburban area of Northern Westchester County. 


In (1927-ethe “Presbyterian. Churchsmaiter, a) scricsmUi moe 
pastorates, needed most careful leadership. The committee 
seeking a new minister consulted, among other sources, Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary. That venerable institution, having 
supplied five of the fourteen pastors at Mount Kisco, was 
specifically asked to recommend a man of patience. Conse- 
quently the committee interviewed a Texas born, twenty- 
four year old member of the senior class. James Wright Butler, 
Jr., preached here on May 10 and received a unanimous call to 
become the fifteenth pastor of the church on June 12. Immedi- 
ately following his wedding trip, this warm-hearted Souther- 
ner, devoted son’ of a;very. devout family, began his@ducies 
Immediately a surprise party was arranged by the ladies of 
the church, After dining with: Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Hoyt, the 
unsuspecting Butlers were taken to call on Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Jasper. Full to overflowing with parishioners, the Millwood 
Road home welcomed the astonished but delighted new- 
comers. Friendships of long years standing began at that in- 
formal reception. The order for Mr. Butler’s ordination and 
installation is reproduced on another page. On Armistice Day 
evening came the very cordial welcome of the Men’s Club at 
their annual ;dinner; with Oscar 1S. Best, (these president: aa 
toastmaster, and Mr. Dunham, the beloved former pastor, wish- 
ing Godspeed to the new minister. Mr. Butler preached the 
sermon at the union Vhankseiyvine Day ‘service. heldinmor 
Mark’s: Church. .Thus, 4n the last half: of 1927, Decangenesor 
Mount Kisco’s most helpful pastorates. 


The Butlers occupied the Hillside Avenue parsonage, rented 
for more than a decade to outsiders, and made it an hospitable 
center for church people. No one served more faithfully in 
pastoral care, generous to a fault in time and effort. Parish- 
ioners in the hospital were visited every day. To the aged the 
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minister gave most thoughtful attention. Gratitude profound 
came from an old lady, invalided and worried about her garden, 
when he himself spaded the ground and planted the seeds. 
Finding a very sick parishioner in extremis, Mr. Butler stayed 
at the bedside most of the afternoon and the greater portion 
of the night. That the following day was Sunday with three 
services mattered not at all to the clergyman, and to the con- 
gregation his sermons were charged with his spirit of loyal 
devotion. That solicitude appears again and again in his 
pastoral letters. “Your church has done its part in the com- 
munity in offering to you and to others a place of regular 
worship, a fellowship of kindred minds, and a spiritual and 
moral encouragement to do your duty towards God and man. 
It is willing to add to its ministry anything which you can 
prayerfully suggest as an aid to consistent Christian life and 
growth.” Seeking cooperation, he distributed, prior to Lent, 
a long list of thoughtful subjects, asking the people to check 
and return the problems they wished to hear discussed from 
the pulpit. He wrote an anniversary hymn of thanksgiving con- 
taining the message he consistently lived. 


We gather together in deepest thanksgiving 
The mercies of years to make known and recall; 
A gracious Lord’s blessing we come confessing 
Sing praises to His name, He remembers us all. 


From those who with hope at its very creation 

Didst fashion this “Household of Faith” with their prayer 
A fresh dedication in every generation 

Springs up in gratitude to acknowledge Thy care. 


Together we come to Thy table rejoicing, 
Together we pledge our devotion anew. 
Salvation declaring, in word and deed daring 
To do Thy holy will, O Lord, make us true! 
ord,inake sus trie ! 


The worth of this pastor’s work is fully acknowledged by 
two competent witnesses. His successor has continually and 
gladly affirmed that he found the church united and active. At 
the Centennial Anniversary, twelve years after Mr. Butler had 
left the parish, the enthusiasm and satisfaction of the con- 
gregation’s reception left nothing to be desired, and his char- 
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acteristically informal address is being quoted and requoted. 
Always were men and women glad to worship and to serve 
with him. At the mid point of his pastorate, 1933, his elders 
were Oscar S. Best, Edwin E. Ganun, Henry N. Jasper, Bruce 
Ke MaclLaury, Joseph) E. ‘Pulling Arthurs} )ispies, andvii dyad 
Webster. The deacons were F. Edward Andrews, Paul Chal- 
landes, Laurence Elsesser, Ray Johnson, Robert Mackie, Jr., 
J. Gordon Ogilvie, J. Russell Rawlings, Harvey F. Slawson, 
and ‘Harry,,E. Stein. Edgar Cy Anderson, Alexander, Opoulos 
and Theodore C. Slosson were the trustees. The Sunday School 
was in charge of Elder Pulling; Harry Johnson was president 
of the: Christian; Endeavor; John’ S) Pamnter“of the Mens Gia 
Mrs. Pred A. Williams ot “the. Womans Socicty, andiahar: 
Frnest Waldie of the Junior Guild; Arthur RY Freeman was 
the organist and Miss Mildred Payne directed the choir. 


Cordial relations with other churches, the expression of their 
common purpose, brought Mr. Butler to the leadership of 
union movements. Observances of sacred days, young people’s 
devotional rallies, Daily Vacation Bible School, Easter Dawn 
services, and the Inter-Community Religious Training School 
with the Methodist and Lutheran pastors—C. Lloyd Lee and 
William Horn—stressed lasting values. To deepen these con- 
victions his own birthdays were always set apart for personal 
reconsecration followed by his continuous restatements of 
his faith. 


Because He came we have Christmas, 
And wonderful friends like you, 

In a bond of faith that deepens 

Every joy, that.is ‘strong and true. 


Because He came we have Music, 
And refrains from angelic song. 
Stirred with a sense of His goodness, 
We join in the worshipful throng. 


Because He came we have New Year’s, 
New pardon for every. past sin, 

New chances of love and service, 

New friendship and peace within. 


The 85th anniversary of the Presbyterian Church was .ob- 
served, 1937, with Franklin C. Spies as the efficient chairman. 
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Dr. Dunham returned from Boston to preach a most thought- 
ful sermon, and to the reception the three other former pastors 
—Mr. Merriam, Mr. Howe and Mr. Ward—were invited. In 
addition an excellent summary of parish history closed with 
appreciative mention of the church’s memorials to devoted 
leaders. The founder of the Junior Guild was remembered by 
the Baptismal Font inscribed— 


In Memory of Mrs. Mabel T. Jasper 
1932 


Under this diligent pastor for almost thirteen years, the 
church in the changing and rapidly growing community be- 
came a closely knit fellowship of spiritual strength. To ac- 
complish this task held Mr. Butler in Mount Kisco, despite 
repeated calls to stronger churches, until 7 January, 1940, 
when he accepted the pulpit of the Presbyterian Church in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, the site of the State University. In due 
course Arkansas College awarded him the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity in sincere appreciation of his useful service. 

On 19 May, 1940, the special congregational meeting mode- 
rated by the Rev. Benjamin H. Everitt, executive secretary of 
the Presbytery, received the report of the commitee on a new 
Minister. Its, chairman, Andrew L. Mitchell, presented the 
name of the pastor of the Stamford, New York, Presbyterian 
Church, the Rev. Lee Myer Fairchild. This graduate of Prince- 
ton Seminary was unanimously chosen as the sixteenth 
pastor of the Mount Kisco Church. His installation, conducted 
by the Rev. Ernest Houghton of Mount Vernon, Mr. Everitt, 
the Rev. Ernest’ C. Potter of Katonah, and the Rev. Alfred G. 
Sadler of Jersey City, took place in July. The ensuing twelve 
years have been a record of progress with the membership 
reaching the all high total of 492 persons. Theodore Slosson, 
Mrs. Robert McCurdy, and Miss Edith McCurdy head the 
Sunday School with an enrollment of 150. Annual church budgets 
approximate ten thousand dollars and four parish organizations 
function efficiently—the Missionary Society with Mrs. Herbert 
B. Howe, the Guild with Mrs. John M. LeFevre, the Postscripts 
with Miss Helen Blair, and the Youth Fellowship with Miss 
Astrid Pokall. In addition, the very popular Thirteenth Club for 
young married couples of the community is sponsored by the 
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church. The elders are Donald V. Buttenheim, John G. Gredler, 
Andrew L. Mitchell, Stanley Morse, Dr. Roswell G. Newton, Dr. 
John H. Olson, and William R. Stewart. On the Board of Trus- 
tees are John R. Best, G. Hollister Brown, Harold Green. Dr. 
Newton, Charles Rasmussen, and J. Russell Rawlings. The dea- 
cons include Herbert Abbott, Edgar G. Crossland, Jr., Thomas 
Edwards, Dr. Harold M. Fisher, Philip Henderson, George N. 
Holmes, Frank!].-LaClave, John My lerevre, Nalanda @iyvons 
and John B. McDonough. This. large group of present-day 
officials contrasts sharply, both as to numbers and -occupa- 
tions, “with the. six. farmers who fret .served the = Chiiremma 
elders and trustees a century ago. 

Gifts and improvements have been many and notable. The 
new communion service, donated by Mrs. Stanley Morse and 
Mrs. Alexander Fraser, is inscribed— 


In Memory Of 
Sgt. John A. Timmons 1892-1947 
Presented by his sisters, Margaret and Katherine 


In 1942 the Hammond organ was installed. Iwo years later 
the present dignified chancel, as shown in the illustrations, 
took the place of the traditional pulpit and choir loft. Accom- 
panying this marked change was the complete redecoration 
of the auditorium and its recarpeting together with the equip- 
ment of the church study as an attractive conference room and 
the thorough modernization of the kitchen facilities. In meet- 
ing the heavy expense, an anonymous donor thoughtfully aug- 
mented the fund collected by the trustees for this work. This 
fourth reconstruction.of. the edifice was as important for to- 
day as had been the changes of 1866, 1893 and 1914 in their 
times. Finally the; project “for the relocation; oiethe churn 
started by Mr. Dunham thirty-five years ago gained partial 
accomplishment in 1945. A five acre tract on North Bedford 
Road was acquired by the gift of a generous friend of the 
church... The new parsonage, completed in 1950; 15 them imee 
unit, and tentative plans for the adjoining edifice are being 
studied. This strategic location replaces Joseph Merritt’s 1852 
donation and will provide a site far more advantageous for 
present day conditions. 

Mr. Fairchild guided the church, bringing his strength and 
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comfort to many, during the terrible and anxious four years 
of the last major conflict—the same duration faced so valiantly 
by Mr. Shiland in the Civil War. The church’s Second World 
War Honor Roll, recording nearly twice the number of per- 
sons on the 1917-1918 memorial, contains fifty-eight names— 


leper). eVDDOtt, | Ls Manson Van B. Jennings 


Clifford Banks 
Donald R. Banks 
ievaman, 2.) beecher 
John Blair 

Kenneth Bloomer 
Elenrys N: i. Bradathe 
Pe Paull sehristensen 
Di eona tae, Ooilvie 
Morris E. Oliver 
Alexander C. Opoulos 
Flelen Park 

David Pentland 
Bdward “L. Ralston, Jr. 
J. Russell Rawlings 
Millard L. Reynolds 
Douglas Comstock 
Joseph HE. Crandall, Jr. 
Hugh Cruikshank 


Flerbert oO; love 
Kenneth, -E..> Love 
“Priest o>. -Vlathews 
David= Mo McCall,” Jr: 
James Muir, Jr. 
William Muir 

Daniel J. Murphy 
Millard V. Reynolds 
ie Anthony -Rickes. {t: 
Augustine Scala 
Louis’ scala 

Vukes scala 

Thomac C.Sedla 
Charlies, Lslawson 
Harvey Slawson 
Bucene A simith 
Georce nh. smith 
Robert Smith 


Walter E. Smith 

Prank lineG Spies, [tr 
Elenry A. Spies 

ohne Ds steele 
Wilhantastectes sir: 
Mrs. William Steele, Jr. 
Richard Stockholm 
Gilbert Terwilliger 
Lillian M. Waterbury 
Wallace A. Waterbury 


Pmoriciuiturist Of reputation, Mr. Fairchild .is.the* Chief 
Gladiolus Tester of the Men’s Garden Clubs of America and 
has recently written a book on the history of the development 
of the modern gladiolus. He has been awarded many prizes 
for his exhibits in the eastern states. His picture, to be found 
among the illustrations, shows him in the pulpit surrounded 


Wilham J. Cruikshank 
Joseph A. Currie 
“Vo -ocott, Currie 
Joseph W.. Davis,. -3rd 
br, Harold M.. Fisher 
Kenneth vA. Fraser 
William E.. French 
Milton G. Haynor 
Walter E. Huelle 

A. Llewelyn Jennings 
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by his beautiful flowers. In community leadership his out- 
standing administrative ability has won him the presidency of 
the Lions Club, membership on the Leonard Park Commission, 
and in the post-war collection of clothing for Europe his chair- 
manship brought tons of garments from the surrounding area. 
His counsel has been valued by the Red Cross Branch and like 
many of his predecessors in the pastorate he has served as 
Associate Chaplain in Kisco Lodge No. 708 F. and A. M. Amid 
the unsettled conditions of national and international affairs, his 
annual prediction of events for a local club has been accurate 
and sound, gaining a wide hearing and establishing intelligent 
discernment. The same characteristics marked Mr. Fairchild’s 
efficient organization of the church’s one hundredth anniver- 
sary. He appointed Theodore Carpenter Slosson, representing 
three of the old and prominent families, as chairman. On the 
traditional June fifteenth, this year coming on Sunday, two 
large congregations heard the exercises—the programs are 
among the illustrations—opening the significant celebration 
and called by the chairman in his address of welcome “A re- 
dedication for another hundred years of service.’ Mr. Fair- 
child’s incisive review ‘ot. the church’s. problem= and] piumpecc 
very appropriately closes this report of the century old@ain- 
stitution. 


“A reading of its history gives abundant evidence that the 
Presbyterian Church »of “Mount Kisco hasbeen a) jereyane 
church making changes as changes were necessary in order to 
continue to serve its membership and the community. Now, 
after the first -hundréed*years,. further changes “are;jneededamre 
would take a seer to foretell all that lies ahead but a few things, 
even to the casual observer, seem clear. Most obvious is the 
need for improvement in the physical plant. The building, due 
to the community’s changes and projected changes, has been 
left in an unfortunate position. Ready access to the church is 
required as are better parking facilities. To obtain its share of 
new and prospective residents, the church must be attractive 
not only in architectural detail but in setting as well. More- 
over, population, increase and, the ‘consequent Sunday "“Schec) 
enrollment demand expanded accommodations if the teaching 
progtam is-to. be adequate. In these matters there ics necauaics 
patience but no place for complacency. 
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“Protestantism in general and Presbyterianism in particular 
have always depended for their effectiveness upon the under- 
standing and efforts of individual men and women. Toward 
ivauecndy the century. nas seen changes in the eoncept- of the 
ehuceh= and insite. rélisious thinking wot people, <The days 
of strict denominationalism have no doubt run their course. 
The movement is towards more unity in thought and in action. 
Within this broader area of cooperation our church with its 
Presbyterian polity and Reformed theology will remain the 
chosen vehicle for the Christian growth and service of those 
emphasizing the democratic process in church government with 
informality and spontaneity in the services of worship. The 
future of the Presbyterian Church of Mount Kisco will be de- 
termined by the closeness with which our members walk with 
God and by the sincerity with which they serve Him. 


“For its members the Presbyterian Church will remain the 
teacher, the counsellor, and the friend. It will not dictate, but it 
will teach the truth as it is revealed in the life and teachings 
oft Jesus, the Christ. It will show the way to’a personal faith 
in an age of every broadening knowledge. It will emphasize 
the primacy of the spiritual in an age top heavy with things. 
It will reveal everywhere the value of love. Above all it will 
proclaim, so that all may hear, the supremacy of God, the 
Creator, and. of God, the Father.” 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 


CTY 


Seeks 


One Hundred Years of Time is minute in the 
eternity, yet to us the measure one hundred 
years of Spiritual and Moral guidance is a lesson 


worthy of contemplation. 


The Mount Kisco Presbyterian Church as a 


living guide has an admirable historical record. 


FOX & SUTHERLAND 


Cyd 


Our sincere thanks for a hundred years of service 


tOROUr community. 


F. IRVING STARBUCK, President 

MAURICE H. EGAN, Vice President — 
THEODORE C. SLOSSON, Treasurer 

WILLIAM J]. BAUMANN, Assistant Treasurer 
GEORGE A. HALSTEAD, Secretary 


James A. Halliday Maxwell Parsons 
John D. Stelle Harry Carlson 
Edward W. Rynas Edward See 
Harry McNulla ) Ernest DeLaura 
Margaret McNulla Johnston Anthony Franzese 
Patricia McNulla David Louden 
Jean Daley Keeler John Wesemann 
Jane Vallance Andrews Angelo Sgrulletta 
Leroy French Louis Franzese 
George O’Brien John Rowley 
Roy Woodward George Mulligan 
John Unden Antonio Terzigni 
Herbert Abbott, Sr. Henry Montes 
Arnold Brugger Pompeius M. Bernardo 
Secondo Sgrulletta Patrick McCabe 


YOUNG & HALSTEAD CO. 
3 East Main Street Mount Kisco, New York 


Lumber, Building Materials, Coal, Feed, 
Paint, Painter’s Products 
Seed, Fertilizers, Insecticides 


Telephone: MOunt Kisco 6-4104 


Frozen Food Store and Locker Plant 


Telephone: MOunt Kisco 6-4107 


Compliments or, .”. 


HALSTED-QUINN 
FUEL OIL CO., INC. 


474 LEXINGTON AVENUE 


MT. KISCO, N. Y. 


JAMES F. McMAHON, Pres. 
JOHN MACKEY, Vice President 


c=) 


THE BUILDERS 
MILLWORK CoO., INC. 


73 KISCO AVENUE 


MT. KISCO, N. Y. 


Manufacturers of 
Architectural Woodwork 


Agent for Curtis Woodwork 


MOunt Kisco 6-4765 


Wepre Oe Na baat ot". 
YOU BUILD OR REMODEL YOUR HOME 


A eg BAG heal 
COUNTY SEAT HOMECENTER 


181 E. Main Street ° Mount Kisco, New York 


Everything from cellar to attic . .. right before your eyes. 
A complete line of home equipment on display. 


Conveniently located in the heart of Mt. Kisco. 


For installations that are right the first time . . 


consult your PLUMBING-HEATING CONTRACTOR! 


We have a low cost financing plan for your convenience! 


Here under one rcof are the hundred and one things that will make your 
home a better place to live in. Kitchen equipment, hardware fixtures, 
electrical appliances, roofing supplies, paint, insulation, lighting fixtures, 
bathroom equipment and heating units: Come in and see our complete 


line. Our home expert will be on hand to answer all your questions. 


NUS) @ CaN Baa aes 


111 Central Ave., White Plains ¢ 225 Regent St., Port Chester 


KEEP County Pca TERINDED 


Cx 


Compliments sores: 


GREEN BROTHERS 
SUPPLY CO., INC. 


GOLDENS BRIDGE, N. Y. 


PLEASANTVILLE 
BREWSTER 
MILLERTON 


Cyt 


MOUNT KISCO 
NATIONAL BANK & TRUST CO. 


16 EAST MAIN STREET 


MT. KISCO, N. Y. 


Complimenissonee 


FOSTER ENGINEERING CORPORATION 


Plumbing -:- Heating -:- Ventilating 


IOHNABSEOsSTER 


18 NORTH MOGER AVE. MT. KISCO, N. Y. 


(carpenter 


& PELTON Inc. 


Insurance Since 1876 


J. Everett Sarles Katherine V. Green 


Compliments’ of..\). 


TRUCKS 
SERVICE 


CARS 
SALES 


RAWLINGS MOTOR CoO., INC. 
90 LEXINGTON AVE. 


Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 


Sompliments of: .., 


vasco. LAWN MOWER tivicz 
Alex Opoulos 


51 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
Mount Kisco, N. Y. 


J. H. CRANE AND SON 


Home of Fine Furniture 


Extends anniversary congratulations to the 


Presbyterian Church of Mt. Kisco 
EAST MAIN STREET 


Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 


MOunt Kisco. 6-5572 


CHAPPAQUA MOTORS 


CONGRATULATES THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF 


MT. KISCO ON ITS 100th ANNIVERSARY. 


Bedford Road Chappaqua, N. Y. 


Tel. CHappaqua 1-0022 


PARK GARAGE & MACHINE SHOP, Inc. 
Cadillac -:- Oldsmobile -:- Chevrolet 


115 EAST MAIN STREET 
Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 


DALES SERVICE 
115 East Main Street North Bedford Road 
MOunt Kisco 6-5144 MOunt Kisco 6-6400 
Air Conditioning Ventilating Warm Air Heating 


E. G. WALDIE 
Sheet Metal Work and Roofing 


Authorized LENNOX Dealer 
World's Largest Manufacturer & Engineers 


of Warm Air Heating Systems 


68 Kisco Avenue Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 
MOunt Kisco 6-4219 


The Bright Shop 


Clothes for Town and Country 


Charlotte Gorham Braillard 


MOunt Kisco 6-4520 111 EAST MAIN STREET 


Compliments of... 


GEORGE R. GORHAM, INC. 


Contractor 


MOunt Kisco 6-4963 72 NORTH MOGER AVE. ~ 


H. H. PARK INC. 


KATONAH, NEW YORK 


Gulf Products Fuel Oils 


Oil Burners Sales and Service 


Anniversary Congratulations... 


POTTER BUICK INC. 


193 -BAST MAIN STREEEF 
Mount Kisco, N= Y. 


HARRY & BUB 


“SUUM FATUM EFFUGIT NEMO MORTALIUM" 


WM. HUESS & SON 


Fine Monuments, Vaults and Statuary 
in Granite, Marble or Bronze 


MOUNT. KIS@ Oo INe4Y.: 


CHIAPPINELLI CONSTRUCTION CO. 
MOUNT KISCO 


NEW YORK 


Congratulations from. . 


RUPPERT CONSTRUCTION CO. 


MOunt Kisco 6-5719 


JOHNSON & MARTIN GARAGE 
59 MOORE AVENUE 


Mountakisco,/N iY: 


MOunt Kisco 6-8204 


Compliments: of... 


GORDON’S JEWELRY SHOP, INC. 
37 EAST MAIN STREET 
Mt Kisco SNw YY. 


ARTHUR MEYER DAVID MEYER 


OELKER & COX 


Funeral Directors 
2OZ PEASE MAING S Da M iee K IS GOs oN ae 


MOunt Kisco 6-5891 A. WENDELL COX 


Compliments of... 


ABEL‘S 
Buster Brown Air Step 
SOs BAG MAIN SIREeL MT. -KISCO; Nee 


MOunt Kisco 6-4268 


WILLIAM A. KING, INC. 
Building Material Merchants 
GCOLDENS. BRIDGE) Ni axe 


Congratulations on your 100th Anniversary 


Tel. KAtonah 4-111] 


a 


CARLSON’S KITTLE HOUSE 
Route 117 Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 


Luncheon 12 - 2:30 Dinner 5:30-8:30 
Sunday Dinner 12:30-8:00 P.M. 
For Reservations Call MOunt Kisco 6-5324 


er 


LAWRENCE-PRINCE ASSOCIATES 
Lawrence Farms, Chappaqua, N. Y. 


Extends heartiest congratulations to the Presbyterian Church 
of Mt. Kisco and it’s 100th Anniversary. 
Bedford Road at King Street Chappaqua, N. Y. 
MOunt Kisco 6-5315 


ee 


BRC Eee os 
Appliance Store 
Anniversary Congratulations to the Mt. Kisco 
Presbyterian Church 
Television & Radio Sales & Service 


39 WEST MAIN STREET MOunt Kisco 6-6453 
Ne AR Ca a ce ean eae 


GILBERT H. KNAPP 
Real Estate Broker Appraisals 


151 CARPENTER AVENUE 


Mie Kisco. Ni YY: 
MOunt Kisco 6-4318 


$e 


MOunt Kisco 6-4633 DRUGS MOunt Kisco 6-4467 


“IN MT. KISCO IT’S VALENTINO’S” 
FOR PRESCRIPTIONS 


COX & FISH INC. 


Hardware 


Congratulates The Mt. Kisco Presbyterian 


Church on its Centennial 


Congratulations well deserved... 


MORRIS RATETT 


Purveyor of Fine Spirits 


LOPS EAT SVAN aati 


Mit: Kisco; None 


SALES Television SERVICE 
Du Mont Magnavox Motorola Westinghouse 
Hoover Cleaners Magic Chef Gas Ranges Easy Washers 
Westinghouse Appliance Store Radios 
Magnavox Motorola Westinghouse 


Doyle’s Mt. Kisco Radio Shop, Inc. 
Main St. & Moger Ave., Mt. Kisco MOunt Kisco 6-4783 


BROOKS’ “Doorstep Delivery” 


. . . Guarantees every day convenience for you and your family. 
Wholesome freshness and absolute purity is sealed in every 
quart of Brooks Safeguarded Creamy Milk. 


Farm Fresh Eggs -:- Golden Butter -:- Extra Creamy Cottage Cheese 
VS OUR ACE «Chea BAR 
L. H. BROOKS DAIRY Tel. Mount Kisco 6-5034 


COHEN’S CLOTHING 
40 EAST MAIN STREET 
MiweKasco, Nic Ys 


F. MARCHIANO, Jr. 
Self Service Market 
36 LEXINGTON AVENUE MT ASKISCOl-aN = oY 


Compliments of ... 


MT. KISCO PHARMACY 
19 WEST MAIN STREET 
Ni eKISCO. NG ty 


SUSANNA EDWARDS PADDOCK 


Westchester Real Estate 
KAtonah 4-0057 KATONAB. N: Ye 


MOunt Kisco 6-5589 
KISCO MEN’S SHOP 
8 WEST MAIN STREET 
Mir Kisco, “News i) 


Compliments of... 


Mt. Kisco Auto Parts & Machine Shop Service 
96 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
MiKisco,-.N,--Y. 


MT. KISCO FURNITURE EXCHANGE 
Four Floors of Fine Furniture 
20 WEST MAIN STREET 
Mi lKiscomeN- Ys 


KISCO BEVERAGES Distributors of Ale—Beer 


MOUNT KISCO BOTTLING CO., Inc. 
HUBBELE Ss CROSS “ROAD 
MOunt Kisco 6-4700 MteKisco, N.xY. 
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